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GEOPOLITICAL TRANSFORMATION
OF THE WORLD SYSTEM
IN THE CONTEXT OF NEW MULTIPOLARITY

In the context of the current global geopolitical transformation, it is vitally important to identify
points of application of multi-vector influence in the formation of new poles of the world system. This
paper aimed to identify the main groups of factors influencing the shift in the geopolitical polarity of
the world system, including military, biological, ecological, economic, market, energy, psychological,
ideological, informational, value-spiritual, soft power, and technological factors. The potential for their
application is examined, and the results of their application in changing geopolitical polarity are noted.
Available sources of information served as materials for the study: scientific articles, works, forum and
conference proceedings, etc. The study utilized a methodology of search, analytical comparison, and
generalization of results. Comparing their transformations over time allowed us to identify changes in
approaches and methods of influence. It is noted that the recent technological revolution in communi-
cations and media has significantly accelerated the transformation process, encompassing virtually the
entire planet, and currently, the most effective factors are soft power, information transformation, and
recoding. In total, 12 groups of factors were identified. Moreover, the same factors can contribute to
both disunity and consolidation, and identifying individual groups of factors, along with well-known
examples of their application, allows for a clearer understanding of the tools for transforming the geopo-
litical landscape through influencing factors. Given the uncertainty of global prospects in the geopoliti-
cal, environmental, and technological spheres. identifying factors influencing geopolitical entities can
currently offset the uncertainties of risks.

Keywords: multipolar world order, global system, geopolitical transformation, influencing factors,
technologies.
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JKaHa KenmnoAsIpAbIAbIK, KaF AaiblHAAFbI XXahaHABIK, XYiHeHiH,
reocasicu TpaHccopmaumscbl

Kaszipri »ahaHabIK reocasicn TpaHcopmaums aFAalblIHAQ SAEMAIK XXYMEHIH XaHa MoAloCTepiH
KAABINTACTbIpyAa KOMNBEKTOPAbI 8CEPAI KOAAAHY HYKTEAEPIH aHbIKTay ©Te MaHbI3Abl. YCbIHbIAFAH >KY-
MbIC ahaHABIK, XXYHeHiH reocasici MOASPAbIFbIHbIH, ©3repyiHe acep eTeTiH Heri3ri hakTopAap TonTa-
PbIH, COHbIH, iLLiHAE BCKePU, BUOAOTUSIABIK, SKOAOTMSIAbIK, SKOHOMMKAABIK, HAPbIKTbIK, SHEPreTUKaAbIK,
NCUXOAOTUSIABIK, MAEOAOTUSIABIK, aKNapaTTblk, KYHABIAbIK-PYXaHM, XXYMCak, KYLL X®HE TEXHOAOTUSABIK,
chakTOpAapAbl aHbikTayFa GarbiTTanFaH. OAapAbl KOAAQHY MYMKIHAIKTEpi KapacTblpbIAbIM, SAEMHIH
reocasic MOASIPAbIFbIH ©3repTyAeri KOAAQHY HOTWXKeAepi aTan eTiAreH. 3epTTeyre apHaAfaH mare-
pranAap KOAXKETIMAI akmapat Ke3aepi 60AAbI: FbIAbIMKM MaKaAaAap, eHbekTep, hopyM >kaHe KoHpe-
pEeHLMS MaTeEPUAAAAPbI XKoHe T. 6. 3epTTeyAe i3AeY, TaAAQY CaAbICTbIPY XK8HE HOTUXKEAEPAI >KaAMbIAay
dAiCTEMECI KOAAAHBIAABI. YaKbIT 6Te KeAe OAapAblH TpaHCOpMaLMSAapbIH CaAbICTbIPY 6i3re biknaa
€Ty TaCiAAEpi MEH BAICTEPIHAETT ©3repicTepAi aHbIKTayFa MyMKiHAIK 6epai. baiaaHbic neH BAK cana-
CbIHAQFbl COHFbl TEXHOAOTMSIAbIK, PEBOAIOLIMS TPAHCPOPMALIMS NMPOLECIH alTapAbIKTal KEAEAAETKEHI,
ic >ky3iHAe OYKiA MAaHeTaHbl KaMTbiFaHbl aTan eTiAAi. Kasipri yakpiTTa eH TUiMAl dhakTopAap >KyMcak,
KYLL, aKnapaTTblK, TpaHcopMaLmMsiaap >keHe KanTa KoaTay 60Abin Tabbiraabl. bapabiFbl 12 cakTop
TOOb! aHbIkTaAAbl. COHbIMEH KaTap, ABA COA hakTopAap GeAiHyre Ae, HbiFaloFa Aa bIKMaA €Te aAaAbl,
aA (pakTopAapAbIH, )KeKe TOMTapbliH, COHAAN-aK, OAApPAbl KOAAQHYAbIH, OEATIAI MbICAaAAAPbIH aHbIKTay
reocasic AaHAWAaTTbl TPaHCOPMALIMSIAQY KYPAaAAAPbIH 8cep eTyLli aiKbIHbIPaK, TYCIHYre MyMKIHAIK
Hepeai. [eocascu, IKOAOTUSIABIK, K8HE TEXHOAOTUSIAbIK, CaAarapAarbl xkahaHAbIK, NepcrnekTMBaAapAbIH
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leonoAuTH4yeckas TpaHCCbOpMaLI,MFI MMpOBOﬁ CUCTEMDI
B YCAOBHUSAX HOBOM MHOIOMOASIPDHOCTH

B ycaoBusx Tekyulein rAOBAaAbHOM reONMOAUTUUECKON TPAHC(OPMALIMKM, SKUSHEHHO BaXKHbIM SIBAS-
€TCS BbISIBAEHWE TOUEK MPUAOXKEHMS MHOrOBEKTOPHOIO BO3AENCTBUSI NpW 0OPA30BaHMM HOBbIX MO-
AKOCOB MMPOBOW cucTembl. [peacTaBAeHHas paboTta Bbiaa HanpaBAEHA Ha BbISIBAEHME OCHOBHbIX TPy
(hakTOpOB BO3AENCTBUS HA CMEHY FeONMOAMTUYECKOM MOASIPHOCTM MUPOBOW CUCTEMbI, CPEAM KOTOPbIX
BbIAEAEHO BOEHHbIE, 6BUOAOTMUYECKME, SIKOAOTUYECKME, SKOHOMUYECKME, PbIHOYHbIE, SHEpPreTUYeckme,
MCUXOAOTMYECKME, MAEOAOTMYECKMNEe, MH(POPMALIMOHHbIE, LLEHHOCTHO-AYXOBHbIE, BO3AENCTBME MSITKOM
CUAbI, TEXHOAOTMYecKMe. PaccMOTpeHbl BO3MOXHOCTU MX MPUMEHEHWS U OTMeYeHbl pe3yAbTaTbl MX
NMPUMeHEeHUs MPU M3MEeHEeHMU TreoNMOAUTUYECKONM MOASPHOCTM MUpa. MaTepraraMu AAS MCCAEAOBAHUS
SBASIAICb AOCTYTHbIE MUCTOYHMKM MH(OPMALIMU: Hay4YHble CTaTbM, TPYAbI, MaTepuabl (DOPYMOB, KOH-
hepeHuMit 1 T. M. B X0Ae MCCAEAOBaHMS MCMTOAB30BAAMCb METOAOAOIMS MOUCKA, aHAAMTUUYECKOrO CpaB-
HeHust n 06061eHNs pe3yAbTaToB. CpaBHeHUE MX TpaHCGOpMaLIMK C TEYEHWEM BPEMEHU, MO3BOAUAO
BbISIBUTb M3MEHEHUsI B MOAXOAAX M MEeTOAAX BO3AencTBUSl. OTMEUeHO, UTO HEeAABHSS TexHUYecKas
peBoOAOLIMU B cpeACTBax cBsisn U CMI no3BoAMAQ 3HAUMTEABHO YCKOPUTb MPOLLeCC TpaHchopmaLimu,
OXBaTbIBAIOLLIMIA MPAKTUYECKU BCIO MAAHETY M HA AQHHbIA MOMEHT Kak HauboAee AEMCTBEHHbIMU BblAe-
ASIIOTCSl (DAKTOPbI MSTKOWM CUMAbI, MH(POPMALIMOHHbIX NpeobpasoBaHmit U NepekoAnpoBku. Becero 6biao
BblAeAeHO 12 rpynn ¢akTopoB. [pu 3TOM 0AHM 1 Te ke hakTopbl MOryT Crocob6CTBOBaTb Kak pas-
0O6LLEHNIO, TaK M KOHCOAMAQLIMM, A BLIAGAEHWME OTAEAbHbIX rPymn (haKTOPOB HAPSAY C YKE M3BECTHbI-
MU MPUMEPAMM MX MPUMEHEHMS, MO3BOASET GOAee UYETKO MOHMMATb MHCTPYMEHTbI npeobpasoBaHus
reornoAMTUYECKOro AaHALAadTa Yepes pakTopbl BO3AEMCTBUS. [Py HAAMUMKM HEOTIPEAEAEHHOCTH FAO-
6aAbHbBIX MEPCMEKTUB B FEONMOAUTUYECKON, IKOAOTMUECKON M TEXHOAOrMYECKON cdepax, BbiBAEHME
(haKTOpPOB BO3AEMCTBUS HA rEOMOAMTMYECKME 0OPA30BaHMs B HACTOSILLEE BPEMS MOTYT KOMMEHCUPO-
BaTb HEOMPEAEAEHHOCTU PUCKOB.

KAtoueBble cAOBa: MHOrOMOASPHOE MUPOYCTPOMCTBO, MMPOBAsi CUCTEMA, FeoNoAUTHUYEecKast TPaHC-
dopmanmsi, pakTopbl BO3AEMCTBUS, TEXHOAOTUMN.

Introduction

We are currently witnessing a transformation
of the world order from unipolarity under US he-
gemony to a new multipolarity with the formation
of new centers of attraction, among which the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the United States, China, India,
etc. stand out. The continuous geopolitical transfor-
mation of the world from bipolar to unipolar, from
unipolar to multipolar, has been observed over the
course of one generation.

The starting point of the transition to a unipo-
lar world is conventionally considered to be 1991,
and the transition to a multipolar world that has al-
ready taken place was actually announced by Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz in his speech before
the Davos Economic Forum on May 26, 2022, in
Switzerland (Wagdy, 2022a; Wagdy, 2022b). At the
same time, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
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acknowledged that his country is in fierce competi-
tion with China.

In a speech at George Washington University on
May 26, 2022, he stated that “China poses the most
serious long-term threat to the international order
and is the only country that — along with a serious
desire to change the international system — possess-
es the economic, diplomatic, military, and techno-
logical power necessary to do so” (Wagdy, 2022a).
Currently, there is a continuous transformation of
the world system into a multipolar stage (Muzaffar
etal., 2017).

It should be noted that contemporary geopolitics
is also influenced by current factors in the develop-
ment of civilization, such as information technol-
ogy, transport, and changing communication capa-
bilities, and all of these factors taken together lead to
a weakening of the role of geographical spaces and
a change in the quality of spatial-territorial factors.
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Moreover, the formation, development and dis-
integration of various state entities, blocs, unions and
other associations are always associated with socio-
economic, demographic, political-ideological, na-
tional-ethnic, cultural-religious and other processes.

The transition from a unipolar world order to a
multipolar one clearly leads to a redistribution of
military-political, economic, and other resources
that are no longer under the control of one pole with
a global hegemon in the person of the United States
of America.

Thus, processes of dispersion of global poten-
tial, development, emergence and strengthening of
new independent centers of power are taking place,
which in turn can be strengthened, united or de-
stroyed under the influence of various factors.

However, despite a fairly significant number of
works devoted to both the consideration of the is-
sue of modeling various paths of development of
this multipolarity (Petrakis et al., 2024; Akbarova,
2022), assessing the influence of various types of
diplomacy on the formation of centers of attrac-
tion (poles) (Orujov, 2025; Boratov, 2025; Dahal,
2024; Dahiya, 2024), as well as the interaction of
various geopolitical processes with other factors,
including economics, technology, etc. (Dergachév,
2012; Perskaya, 2017; Chernysheva, 2021; Muham-
mad, 2023; Plotnikov, 2025; Wso, 2025), the fac-
tors of influence leading to the transformations of
geopolitical polarity are not fully studied, and there
is no comparison of groups of factors of influence
that led to the change of bipolarity and unipolarity
to multipolarity of the world geopolitical system.
Thus, the study of changes in the factors influencing
the change in the geopolitical picture of the world
is quite an interesting topic for research. Moreover,
among the factors of influence, of particular interest
are those that can be actively used as instruments of
struggle against a geopolitical adversary, the notice-
able use of which can serve as certain markers of
general tension and indicate certain trends in geopo-
litical changes.

The purpose of the presented work is to identify
the main groups of factors influencing the change in
the geopolitical polarity of the world system and to
identify similar impacts as a result of their applica-
tion.

Literature review
In Davos, at the 55th World Economic Forum

(WEF) in 2025, WEF President Berge Brende
stated that according to the WEF’s annual risk re-

view (Global Risks Perception Survey 2024-2025
(GRPS)) armed conflicts between countries, includ-
ing wars, terrorism, coups and civil conflicts, rank
first, while geo-economic confrontation (sanctions,
tariffs and economic isolation) ranks third, just be-
hind the intensification of extreme weather events
caused by climate change, which, in Brende’s
words, indicates an “increasingly divided global
landscape”, that is, a political polarization of the
world system (Global Risk Report, 2025).

Also, one of the main dangers is the spread of
technologies that facilitate the dissemination of dis-
information and false information through social
networks, the Internet, etc., posing a threat to sta-
bility and trust. These are followed by the polariza-
tion of society caused by inequality and differences
in values, which leads to deepening social conflicts
and economic decline (such as global stagnation or
recession, declining investment, rising unemploy-
ment, weakening international trade, which leads to
deterioration of economic conditions at the global
and national levels). Also in the top 10 (Global Risk
Report, 2025) global risks in 2025 were critical
changes to the planet’s ecosystems, such as biodi-
versity loss and environmental degradation; lack of
economic opportunities, which increases migration
flows and social unrest; erosion of human rights
and civil liberties (through weakening freedom of
speech, assembly, access to information, reduced
protection of personal data, increased government
control, increased censorship, and the introduction
of surveillance technologies); deepening inequality
due to economic and social problems.

However, the main conclusion of the report was
the indication of the presence of uncertainty in the
global outlook in the geopolitical, environmental
and technological spheres, which suggests that one
of the most uncertain periods since the Cold War
has arrived, defined as the onset of “the era of the
most divisive nation since the Cold War”. Thus, to
compensate for the uncertainty of risks, it is neces-
sary to identify the geopolitical factors influencing
geopolitical entities and their interactions leading to
their transformation at the present time.

It should be noted that the subject of geopolitics
is a state, a bloc of states, etc., that ensures its own
interests with the help of various geopolitical instru-
ments (otherwise known as influencing factors). In
this case, the state is considered as a political factor,
and the country as a set of spatial-geographical ele-
ments. In the work (Dergachév, 2012) the concept
of geopolitics of large multidimensional spaces is
proposed and a definition of geopolitical polarity is
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given as “the ability of some geopolitical “bodies”
to exhibit certain properties with greater intensity
than others.

These are the poles of the boundary energy of
the multidimensional «communication space». It is
emphasized that with this approach, the main factor
of influence is “civilizational recoding,” that is, the
change (destruction) of the space of language and
national culture, which is reflected in current reali-
ties. Also, modern geopolitical transformations are
characterized by a number of changes in the bal-
ance of power, economic blocs and global alliances
(Boratov, 2025; Orujov, 2025; Bisley, 2025). The
reasons for this phenomenon are usually the redis-
tribution of resources and zones of influence. For
example, the emergence of new power centers such
as China, India, and regional blocs such as BRICS
leads to a decrease in the influence of the US and the
EU (Wso, 2025).

Regional instability, tension, and military con-
frontation lead to the formation or change of alli-
ances and unions. For example, the armed conflict
between Ukraine and Russia (Blackburn, 2025)
led to an increased NATO presence in the eastern
EU and the EU’s desire to reduce its dependence
on Russia’s oil and gas “needle”. The attempt by a
number of European countries (Finland and Swe-
den) to change their neutral status by applying to
join NATO and the development of their own EU
defense policy indicate the beginning of a recon-
struction of European security (Blackburn, 2025).
Indo-Pacific and China-Taiwan tensions are leading
to the formation of new alliances such as QUAD
(USA, India, Japan, Australia) and AUKUS (Aus-
tralia, UK, US) (Bisley, 2025).

The economic rivalry between the US and Chi-
na, their trade wars, technological sanctions and
restrictions by the US, for example, limiting North
Korea’s access to high technologies such as semi-
conductors and Microsoft software products, leads
to a desire to move from “made in China” to “de-
signed in China”, that is, there is a stimulation of
China’s development of its own technologies, such

Table 1
Main geopolitical factors

as the creation of its own software, chips, etc. (Wu,
2025). In addition, the One Belt, One Road initia-
tive — China’s investment in the infrastructure of
countries in Asia, Africa, and Europe — strengthens
its influence through lending and infrastructure de-
velopment (Boratov, 2025).

The desire of new geopolitical centers for inde-
pendence from foreign resources leads to the emer-
gence of programs and initiatives such as the energy
transition and the “green” transformation of Europe,
which, by and large, means contributing to the envi-
ronment, and is also an attempt to factor in the de-
pendence on the Russian Federation’s gas and oil
“needle”. The return of production facilities to the
US and support for US and EU national industries is
an attempt to reduce dependence on Chinese goods.
The increasing influence of international organiza-
tions such as the African Union, BLICS against the
backdrop of the UN legitimacy crisis is becoming
increasingly noticeable (Orujov, 2025; Wso, 2025).

Investments by a number of countries in the de-
velopment of Al, quantum technologies and cyber
defense, especially China and the United States,
indicate a new round of confrontation in the form
of a technological and cyber arms race (Wu, 2025;
Dieter, 2020).

At the same time, cyberattacks on infrastructure,
the substitution of information flows, and interfer-
ence in the information space of various countries
are becoming increasingly frequent, which requires
the development of new security requirements at the
level of countries and international organizations.
Furthermore, information warfare has changed.
Now, with the development of information technol-
ogy, countries are increasingly using information as
a means of influence. Control of websites, informa-
tion and social networks, an attempt to limit the in-
fluence of competitors.

All of the above indicates the continuation of
the processes of geopolitical transformation of the
world system under the influence of various geopo-
litical factors, the main ones of which are presented
in Table 1.

Group of factors Factors included in the group

Note*

Geographical borders, etc.

The size of the territory, location, relief, length of

Changes are possible through the annexation or loss of
territories as a result of capture, exchange or lease, in
rare cases as a result of natural disasters
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Table continued

Group of factors Factors included in the group

Note*

Climate change, depletion or sale of resources to

Geophysical Climate, natural, fossil and water resources, etc. foreign companies, and the discovery of new deposits
are possible.
Political State structure, regime of government, political Can be changed by various factors, from voting to
regime, etc. revolution
Social Standard of living, degree of urbanization, social Both growth and degradation are possible.
culture, etc.
. The level of economic development, the rate of Both development or growth and decline or stagnation
Economic . . .
economic growth, infrastructure, etc. are possible
The size of the army, the modernity of its weapons, . . .
Military the quality and combat readiness of the army, the A variable value, usually changing proportionally to

presence of nuclear weapons, etc.

the level of invested funds, etc.

Cultural and

Confessional, national traditions, science, education,

Potential problems in the presence of several different
denominations. According to the work (Dergachéyv,

religious healthcare, etc. 2012), the most powerful factor influencing
. Population size, composition, population density, .
Demographic birth/death rates, emigration/migration, etc. A variable value that depends on a complex of factors
Ecological State of the environment, etc. Depends on many factors, including the state of the

environment in neighboring countries

Note: Compiled by the authors based on works (Global Risk Report, 2025; Dergachév, 2012; Perskaya, 2017; Chernysheva, 2021;
Muhammad, 2023; Plotnikov, 2025; Wso, 2025, Boratov, 2025; Muzaffar et al., 2017; Dahal, 2024, Dahiya, 2024, Orujov, 2025,

Wagdy, 2022a, Blackburn, 2025; Bisley, 2025; Malik, 2020).

It should be noted that the presented geopoliti-
cal factors may not only represent passive variables,
but can also be actively used as means of interaction
or influence on geopolitical allies or competitors. In
the future, the study proposes to consider groups of
factors of geopolitical influence.

Materials and methods

The materials for the study were available
sources of information: scientific articles, works,
materials from forums, conferences, news sites,
etc. Data provided by ResearchGate, Scopus,
Google Scholar, and analytical data from the
Global Risk Report from the World Economic Fo-
rum were also used. The following keywords were
used for the search: world multipolarity, geopo-
litical transformation, world order, global system,
geopolitical transformation, influencing factors,
new technologies, factors influencing geopoliti-
cal entities. The study’s timeframe covered a fif-
teen-year period from 2010 to 2025, driven by the
need to analyze current stages of transformation
of the global geopolitical system and identify cur-
rent trends in the formation of a multipolar world
order. In some cases, earlier fundamental studies
were drawn upon if they had conceptual signifi-

cance for understanding the evolution of theoreti-
cal approaches.

When selecting sources, the criteria of scientific
relevance, citation, compliance with the research
topic and reliability of the data presented were used.
Publications containing pronounced emotional and
evaluative rhetoric, materials from unverified or
anonymous sources, as well as texts that lack ana-
lytical or scientific value were excluded.

The study used the methodology of search, ana-
lytical comparison and generalization of results. The
use of a comparative approach made it possible to
compare different points of view on the transfor-
mation of the world order, identify key factors of
geopolitical change and determine their interrela-
tionships. The generalization method contributed to
the formation of a holistic understanding of modern
trends in the development of the global system and
the structuring of the identified influencing factors.

Results and discussions

The changes in the geopolitical polarity of the
world from the Cold War to the present day are re-
flected in Figure 1, which schematically shows how
geopolitical polarity has changed under the influ-
ence of a complex of factors.
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At the same time, some specific factors that led
to the change from bipolarity to a unipolar world
are already quite widely known, while at the same
time, the factors leading to the current formation of

Figure 1

multipolarity in the global geopolitical system still
continue to have an impact, and experts expect the
final stabilization of its poles to occur only by the
middle of the 21st century.

Changes in the geopolitical polarity of the world from the Cold War to the present day

Influencing
factors

Bipolar world

Note: Developed by the author

The conditionally emerging poles of geopolitics
can be divided into:

- the global South, which unites developing
countries and emerging market states. Geopoliti-
cally, the South includes most countries in Africa,
Latin America, and Asia (except Japan, Israel, and
South Korea). Currently, the influence of the global
South is growing thanks to the BRICS; its combined
share of global trade exceeds 50%;

- the global North, comprising developed, in-
dustrial, and post-industrial countries with high
incomes. The geopolitical North encompasses the
United States, Canada, European countries, Japan,
South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand. They
maintain influence thanks to their high standard of
living and income, dominance in the global econo-
my, and leadership in technology.

As a legacy of the previous bipolar world sys-
tem, there also remains a division into:

- the global West, which is in many ways syn-
onymous with the global North but encompasses
only the United States, Canada, Europe, Australia,
and New Zealand;

- the global East, including post-socialist coun-
tries, including Eastern Europe and Eurasia.

There is also such a concept as geopolitical axes,
which include states united in a strategic alliance or
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Unipolar world

/\

2

Influencing
factors

N4

Multipolar world

geographic region that determines the balance of
power.

To describe states that act as strongholds of in-
fluence for their satellites, the concept of the “cen-
ter-periphery” axis is used.

Today, the main global vectors of confrontation
and partnership include:

- the Russia-China-Iran axis. This alliance is the
main opponent of dollar hegemony and Western in-
fluence in Eurasia and the Middle East;

- Eurasian and regional transport corridors de-
signed for logistical control. The greatest influence
is currently observed on the London-Kyiv-Ankara
axis. A project to connect the Persian Gulf via the
Levant to Europe has also been launched and is ac-
tively developing;

- the Free World Coalition, which includes the
EU, the US, Japan, South Korea, etc., to create de-
fense and economic alliances.

At the same time, despite the obvious trends
towards the formation of new alliances and
unions, there is an increasing impact on both po-
tential centers of influence and on the periphery.
For example, traditional values are changing,
which is noted for the EU and the USA, as well as
the countries of the former Eastern bloc, primar-
ily concerning religious and family values (for
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example, the adoption in France and Italy of par-
ent 1 and parent 2, instead of the traditional father
and mother, as well as permission for the blessing
of same-sex couples by the Catholic Church and
some other churches, permission for full recog-
nition of same-sex marriages by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America and the Evangelical
Church in Germany).

The imposition of sanctions against political
and economic opponents simultaneously leads to a
decline in the well-being of those who impose the
sanctions, and can also have the opposite effect on
those targeted due to external incentives (for exam-
ple, the imposition of sanctions against China in the
software sector led to its creation of its own software

Table 2
Modern factors of geopolitical influence

resources). Trade bans also lead to the bankruptcy of
companies using external resources.

The breakdown of old logistics links leads to the
need to create new transport corridors and the re-
distribution of resources and the formation of new
centers of influence.

When considering geopolitical factors as factors of
geopolitical influence (Table 2), we can identify those
that can be actively used as tools in the fight against a
geopolitical adversary. Moreover, some of these fac-
tors have been used practically throughout the entire
history of mankind, while others are something quite
new, connected with scientific and technological prog-
ress, which in itself is already one of the factors chang-
ing the centers of geopolitical polarity of the world.

Influencing factor Application

Notes

It is used to resolve the issue of capturing/

Oldest influencing factor. In the presence of several
strong geopolitical competitors, a local conflict can

Military . . escalate into a global one, which, given the presence of
destroying a competitor/enemy by force. o . .
weapons of mass destruction, is fraught with very serious
consequences for the entire world.
. . Viruses or infections of natural or artificial The infamous Covid-19 has dealt a severe blow to the
Biological L .
origin. global economy and the unipolar world.
The Chernobyl nuclear accident was one of the factors
Ecological Destruction/interception of enemy natural that led to the collapse of the USSR, and the closure of
& resources. water resources is one of the levers of pressure currently
in place.
Economic The creation of economic systems that suppress Use of certain currencies for settlements, restrictions on
or ruin competitors. specific industries
Creating dependence of the supplier on the The introduction of sanctions, such as a ban on the sale
Market consumer, the consumer on the supplier of garbage to China, a ban on the sale of certain Chinese
depending on the needs of the opponent. goods, etc., trade wars, embargoes.
. . For example, an oil or gas «needle» or the destruction of
Energy Creating energy hunger in the enemy.
energy resources
Psychological Suppression of the enemy’s psyche. It was successfully used in 1989/1991 against the USSR.
Ideological A method of substituting the concepts and life It was successfully used in 1985/1991 against the USSR
g values of the enemy (civilizational recoding) and is widely used in the territory of the former CIS.
. Control of.the.medla, the Internet, cellular Control of information and public opinion, destruction or
Information communications, and other methods of

transmitting information.

substitution of the enemy’s information space.

Value-spiritual

Creating a system of values and life guidelines
in the enemy that are convenient for control.

Let’s go West, the West is good — USSR
Same-sex love, life without children, etc. — now.

Overall goal: to shape external behavior and

identity through attraction rather than coercion.

Soft power Soft power operates not simply through

systems and regional self-understandings

attraction, but also through strategic narratives
that align external behavior with internal belief

Examples include Korean Wave diplomacy (K-POP and
cinema), Indian cultural festivals, and Chinese panda
diplomacy, all of which function as tools of identity
projection and soft alliance (Boratov, 2025).
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Table continued

Influencing factor Application

Notes

For example, India’s response to energy resource con-

Suppressing the enemy by using a technological straints is the use of environmentally friendly clay refrig-

Technological

advantage (such as the transition to the sixth
technological order (Alekseieva, 2021) or non-
standard use of existing technologies).

erators based on the principles of heat exchange during

moisture evaporation, or the development of Al chips by
China, the transition to green energy by Europe, or the
transition to distributed energy resources by Ukraine.

Note: Developed by the author

Recently, some of the factors listed above have
been manifesting themselves from time to time,
which indicates an active transformation of the poles
of power. Thus, sabotage leading to the destruction
of energy resources, for example, the recent attack
on the German energy grid (January 4, 2026), the
cyber-attack on the Polish energy grid (January 15,
2026), sabotage on gas pipelines leading to the EU,
the destruction of energy resources of countries par-
ticipating in armed conflicts, etc., an overabundance
of “green” energy in the EU, which causes the for-
mation of negative energy prices in certain periods
of time, forced energy transformations taking place
in Ukraine. At the same time, we are seeing an en-
ergy transformation in India and China towards the
active use of “clean” energy, and the construction
of new mega-projects for generating electricity in
Australia.

Moreover, the use of attacks on energy systems
is obviously also a means of psychological influ-
ence, and the destruction of energy systems is also a
method of destroying the economy.

At the same time, against the backdrop of grow-
ing tensions between China and India, outbreaks of
new viral diseases are being observed in their ter-
ritories.

China’s recall of its pandas from Japan and zoos
in the United States is the flip side of China’s panda
diplomacy. China’s recent ban on dual-use goods
exports to Japan also indicates a growing conflict
between the two countries.

The latest US sanctions against China and China
against the US indicate not only an ongoing trade
war, but, combined with the bans on Japan, could
also indicate another round of competition for Tai-
wan.

At the same time, sanctions imposed by the US
and the EU against other countries stimulate the de-
velopment of their own production by these coun-
tries, especially in China, etc.

Control of internet resources in a number of
countries is not only for the purpose of controlling
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and managing public opinion, but is also used as a
means of countering civilizational recoding.

It should be noted that the behavior of people
who have undergone civilizational recoding be-
comes difficult to predict.

It should be noted that migration flows caused
by instability, natural disasters, military action, or
general poverty in the region that is the source of
migrants serve as an additional factor of destabiliza-
tion. According to statistics, every fifth person on
the planet lives in a country other than their birth-
place. At the same time, it is predominantly socially
prosperous countries that suffer from the flow of
migrants.

It should be noted that the factors of influence
presented in the table have, for the most part, under-
gone modernization towards greater sophistication
and technological equipment since the Cold War.
In addition, additional factors are currently being
highlighted — soft power, information transforma-
tions and recoding, which, although not something
completely new, are used as the most effective on
the enemy/ally at the present time. At the same time,
in the process of transformation of the world system
as a result of changes in geopolitical interests, de-
pending on the situation, an adversary can become
an ally and vice versa (Chernysheva et al., 2021). At
the same time, identifying individual groups of fac-
tors allows for a clearer understanding of the tools
for transforming the geopolitical landscape through
influencing factors.

In fact, a few micro-level influences can, like a
small pebble triggering an avalanche, trigger mac-
ro-level changes. Furthermore, these micro-level
changes can serve as markers of impending macro-
level changes. For example, in the EU, the greatest
number of such markers point to Germany, France,
and Italy, and to a lesser extent, Poland. Among the
former Eastern Bloc countries, the greatest impact
points to Ukraine, Poland, Belarus, and Russia, with
Kazakhstan and Tajikistan also being noted. In fact,
no country in the world is currently avoiding the
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emergence of at least one such marker, indicating
that the current moment is one of global re-division,
unfolding in continuous transformation.

Moreover, the use of these factors as markers
allows for an express assessment of the state of geo-
political centers and their satellites. The presence of
uncertainty in global prospects in geopolitical, envi-
ronmental and technological spheres, as discussed
in (Global Risk Report, 2025), anticipates further
geopolitical or national divisions. Thus, identifying
the factors influencing geopolitical entities and their
interactions leading to their transformation at the
present time can, to a certain extent, compensate for
the uncertainties of risks.

Conclusions

As a result of this work, the main groups of fac-
tors influencing the change in the geopolitical po-
larity of the world system were identified, among
which are military, biological, environmental, eco-
nomic, market, energy, psychological, ideological,
informational, value-spiritual, the impact of soft
power, and technological.

The possibilities of their application are consid-
ered and the results of their application in chang-
ing geopolitical polarity of the world are noted. The
materials for the study were available sources of in-
formation: scientific articles, works, materials from
forums, conferences, etc.

The study utilized a search methodology, ana-
lytical comparison, and generalization of results.
Comparison of their transformation over time made
it possible to identify changes in approaches and
methods of influence. It is considered that in the cur-
rent conditions the transformation process is accom-

panied by a large scale and covers almost the entire
planet thanks to the recent technological revolution
in communications and media.

Thanks to them, the most effective factors at the
moment are the soft power factor, information trans-
formations and recoding.

At the same time, the same factors can contrib-
ute to both disunity and consolidation. It should be
noted that the identification of individual groups of
factors, along with already known examples of their
application, allows for a clearer understanding of
the tools for transforming the geopolitical landscape
through influencing factors.

Identifying key contemporary geopolitical influ-
ence factors as a separate block allows for a clearer
understanding of changes and attempts at influence,
which allows for rapid, express assessments for sci-
entists and politicians.

The prospect of using the obtained results is that
in the presence of uncertainty in global prospects
in the geopolitical, environmental and technologi-
cal spheres, the identification of factors influencing
geopolitical formations and their interactions lead-
ing to their transformation can compensate for the
uncertainty of risks.
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