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INFLUENCES AND EFFECTS OF SECTS OR NEW RELIGIOUS TRENDS
ON THE LIFE OF WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

This article is dedicated to the description of the impact of sects or new religious trends on the
politico-social life of Western European countries. The main attention was paid to the role and activities
of sects or new religious trends in a contemporary society in the context of globalization. Also several
types of classification of sects were considered from historical, psychological, cultural, intellectual points
of view. The functioning of these organizations was explored with accordance to the particular period of
time in the history of these countries. The important documents which were adopted as the inseparable
part of activities which were directed to combating harmful effects and regulation or stabilization of the
general problems occurred due to the activities of sects were examined and described. Works of inter-
national and local organizations which are responsible for regulating situation established around these
organizations were critically reviewed. Not only religious aspect of these organizations but also eco-
nomic, political, social, psychological aspects were described with the assistance of exact facts and real
situations. Resolute and uncertain decisions or actions against the real threat which was caused due to
the activities of the sects were portrayed on the example of particular countries. The main goals and ob-
jectives of sects which are usually hidden under the veil of religiosity and moral demands were exposed
in their full and real essence. Also difficulties and obstacles which occurred while the adoption of strict
measures against the sects because of the secular nature of Western European counties were described.

Key words: sects, new religious trends, classifications, violence, psyche, reports, recommendations,
laws, measures.
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CeKTaAapAbIH, HeMece )KaHa AiHM KO3FaAbICTapAbIH,
batbic EyponaAblk memMAeKeTTepAiH 6MipiHAEri bIKMaAbl MEH acepi

ByA MakaAa cekTaAapAblH Hemece »KaHa AiHM KO3FaAbiCTapAbiH, batbic Eypona eaaepiHiH, cascu-
SAEYMETTIK OMIpiHe bIKMaAblH cuMaTTayfa apHaAraH. Herisri Hasap kasipri koramaarbl >kahaHaaHy
YAEPICIHIH KOHTEeKCIHAEri CeKTaAapAblH Hemece >KaHa AiHM KO3FaAbICTapAbIH POAI MEH KbI3MeTiHe
ayAapbiaabl. COHAAM-aK, CEKTaAapPAbIH >KIKTEAYiHIH GipHelle Typi Tapuxm, MCUXOAOTUSIAbIK, MOAEHM,
MHTEAAEKTYaAAbl TYPFblAAH KapaAAbl. ByA yMbIMAQPAbIH >KYMbIC iCTeYi OCbl eAAEPAIH TapUXbIHAAFbI
HaKTbl yaKbIT K€3eHiHe CalKeC 3epTTeAAi. 3USHAbI 9CEPAEPMEH KYPECYTe KdHe CeKTaAapAbIH KbI3MeTiHe
6GaMAaHbICTbl >KAAMbl MOCEAEAEPAI peTTeyre Hemece TypakKTaHAbIpyFa OarbiTTaAfaH KbISMETTIH
akblpamac 6eAiri peTiHAe KabbIAAAHFAH MaHbI3AbI KY>KaTTap 3epTTeAir, cunattasabl. OCbl yMbIMAAPAbIH
alHaAaCbIHAAFbI XKaFAAMABI PETTEYTe >KayanTbl XaAblKaPaAbIK, )KOHE XXEePriAiKTI YbIMAAPABIH eHOeKTepi
CbIHM TYPAE KapaAAbl. ByA yibIMAQPABIH AiHM acniekTiAepi FaHa eMec, COHAAM-aK, HaKThbl (hakTiAep MeH
HaKTbl >KafAaMAApPAbIH, KOMeriMeH 3KOHOMMKAABIK, CasiCM, DAEYMETTIK, MCUXOAOTUSAbIK acrekTiAepi
cunatTasAbl. BeAriai 6ip eAaepAiH MbiCaAbiHAQ CEKTaAAPAbIH, Kbi3MeTi ceb6ebiHeH TyblHAaFaH HaKTbl
KaTepre Kapchbl WeLiMAEP MEH iC-apeKeTTep KepceTiAAi. AiHM Ke3KapacTap MEH MOPAAbAbIK, TaAanTap
apTblHA >KaCbIPbIAFAH CEKTAAaPAbIH Heri3ri MakcaTTapbl MEH MIHAETTEPIHIH TOAbIK, >KOHe LbIH MaHi
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cypetTenAi. batbic Eypona eaaepiHiH 3aiibipAbl cunatbiHa 6GarAaHbICTbl CEKTaAapFa KapcCbl KartaH
Lapaap KabblAAdy Ke3iHAE TyblHAAFaH KMbIHABIKTAp MEH KEAEPTiAep A€ CUMATTAAAbI.

TyiiiH ce3aep: cekTanap, >KaHa AiHM KO3FaAbICTap, >KYMeAep, 30pAbIK, TMCUXMKA, ecenTep,
YCbIHbICTap, 3aHAAp, LIapaap.
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BAnsHuS U 3cpheKTbl CEKT MAM HOBbIX PEAUTMO3HBIX ABMXKEHUI
B )KM3HM CTpaH 3anaAHoi EBponbi

DTa CTaTbsd MOCBSILLEHA OMUCAHMIO BAMSHMS CEKT WAM HOBbIX PEAMIMO3HBbIX ABWMXKEHWUI Ha
MOAMTUKO-COLIMAAbHYIO >KM3Hb CTpaH 3anaaHoi EBporbl. OCHOBHOE BHMMaHWe ObIAO YAEAEHO POAM
M AESTEABHOCTU CEKT MAM HOBbIX PEAMIMO3HbIX ABMXKEHWI B COBPEMEHHOM OOLLECTBE B KOHTEKCTe
rao6aamsaumn. Takske 6bIAO PAaCCMOTPEHO HECKOAbKO TUMOB KAACCU(UKALIMIA CEKT C MCTOPUYECKON,
MCUXOAOTMYECKOM, KYABTYPHOM U WHTEAAEKTYaAbHOW Touek 3peHust. (DYHKUMOHMpOBAHWE 3TUX
opraHM3aumii M3y4aAoCb B COOTBETCTBUM C KOHKPETHbIM MEPUOAOM BPEMEHU B UCTOPUM 3TUX CTPaH.
BbiAM pacCMOTpPeHbI 1 OMUCaHbI BaXKHbIE AOKYMEHTbI, KOTOPbIe BbIAM MPUHSTHI KaK HEOThEMAEMAs! YaCTh
AESTEALHOCTM, HAMPABAEHHOM Ha 60PbLOY C BPeAHbIMM MOCAEACTBUSIMM, & TAKXKE HA PEryAMPOBAHME MAK
cTabuAnsaumio obLMx NPOBAEM, CBS3AHHbIX C ASTEAbHOCTbIO CEKT. BbIAUM KPUTUUECKM PACCMOTPEHDI
paboThbl MEXXAYHAPOAHbIX M MECTHbIX OpraH13aLmii, KOTOPble OTBEYAIOT 3a PEryAMPOBAHME CUTYaLMUK,
CAOXMBLUEMCS BOKPYr 3TUX OpraHmM3aumii. He TOAbKO PEAMIMO3HbIVM acnekT 3TWX OpraHM3aumi,
HO M 3KOHOMMUYECKME, MOAUTUYECKME, COLIMAAbHBIE M MCUXOAOTMYECKME acnekTbl OblAM OMUCaHbl C
MOMOLLbBIO TOUHbIX (DAKTOB M PEAAbHbIX CUTyaumil. PeluMTeAbHble U HeornpeAeAeHHble PeLIeHUs UAU
AEVCTBYS MPOTHUB PEAALHOI YIPO3bl, BbI3BAHHOM AESITEABHOCTbIO CEKT, ObIAM M306pasKeHbI Ha MpUMepe
KOHKPETHbIX cTpaH. OCHOBHbIE LIEAUM M 3aAauM CEKT, KOTOpble 0ObIYHO CKPbIBAIOTCS MOA 3aBECOM
PEAMTMO3HOCTU M MOPAAbHbIX TPEOOBAHMIA, ObIAM PACKPbITHI B MX MOAHOW M PEAAbHOM CYLLIHOCTH. Tak>ke
ObIAM OMUCAHbI TPYAHOCTM UM NPENSTCTBUS, KOTOPbIE BO3HWMKAAM MPU MPUHSTUM CTPOTMX Mep NMpPOTHB
CEeKT U3-3a CBETCKOM MPUPOAbI 3araAHOEBPOMENCKUX CTPaH.

KAtoueBble cAoBa: CeKkTbl, HOBble PEAMIMO3HbIE ABUXKEHMS, KAACCM(MKALIMM, HAacKAMe, MCUXMKA,

OTYeTbl, peKOMeHAaLMKN, 3aKOHbl, MepPbI.

Introduction

In the context of the spiritual and worldview
crisis that Europe has been experiencing in recent
decades, there has been a catastrophic growth in the
activity of various non-traditional religious move-
ments and sects that are destructive. Most of them
appeared in the USA in the late 1950s — early 1960s,
and then began to spread gradually and unnoticed
across Europe. The total number of people affected
by sectarian movements is very difficult to establish
due to the complex structure of the sects, but it is
significant that the number of “professional” sec-
tarians, that is, team leaders, according to Western
sources, exceeds the number of priests, pastors of
traditional churches by 1.5-2 times.

Up to a certain period of time, new religious
groups did not attract much attention either from re-
searchers, from society or from power. They were all
treated with surprise, but tolerant, as the law guar-
antees everyone complete freedom of religious be-
lief. But in the 1970s the first reports appeared about
group suicide by sectarians or murders issued for sui-

cide, then followed the growing of complaints about
the use of different types of violence against ordinary
members of organizations, including violence against
the psyche. In European society active discussions
began, at the center of which the question was raised
about the destructive nature of new organizations and
the need to ensure the protection of the individual
from manipulation of consciousness. Thus, the first
characteristic of the sect in the modern sense of the
word is their harmfulness (Bousquet, 2008).

Since the 1980s the problem of sects in Europe
has begun to be taken seriously, but since the 1990s
it has become the most acute. After the fall of the
Berlin Wall, religion in Europe acquired a differ-
ent status, the sectarian movement began to develop
actively. Eastern European countries have become
a testing ground for the missionary activity of all
new religious movements. They began to move to
an active phase of their existence in the Western
European countries. New religious movements pos-
sessed ever-growing and fairly stable financial and
economic opportunities, which they actively used to
penetrate political structures.
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The methodology of the research

The problem was presented in all its glory be-
fore the European authorities. In 1992, at the Par-
liamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe,
members were concerned about the growing ac-
tivity of sects and new religious movements. As a
result, special Recommendation No. 1178 on sects
and new religious movements was prepared and ad-
opted. Certain concrete measures began to be taken.
The society began to consider the problem of sects
from different sides. Discussions and debates began,
various surveys and social events were held, and
sociologists, historians and psychologists began to
analyze various aspects of this phenomenon. But the
attempt to develop a certain state system in this issue
met with serious difficulties.

To combat this phenomenon at the state level, it
is necessary to identify specific evaluation criteria,
concepts, and to give a universally recognized
definition. Sects are, first of all, a spiritual
phenomenon. Therefore, their evaluation should be
carried out from a moral point of view. This is quite
possible and feasible in confessional societies, where
a deviation from orthodox teachings entails the
establishment of the concept of sin. But in European
society with its liberal standards, intolerance to
moral vices is considered as a lack of tolerance
(Mchedlov, 2004: 203).

The question cannot also be fully disclosed
from the legal point of view. Since the principle of
secularism, fully perceived in Europe as the most
correct establishment of state relations, excludes the
possibility of interference in the personal spiritual
life of a person. Consequently, any attempts to give
any legal definition to the concept of “sect” are
perceived as breaking the boundaries of the principle
of secularism. From the legal point of view, it is also
impossible to distinguish a church from a sect and to
work out certain criteria for distinguishing religious
trends.

Sociologists also find themselves in a difficult
situation when considering this problem. The
development of a definition for the concept of “sect”
and the classification of new religious trends causes
difficulties and heated discussions. In the scientific
environment of Europe there is no single and well-
designed approach to the study of new religious
trends. The methods of different authors depend
on their personal beliefs, world views and political
positions. Therefore, in the European scientific
community the very use of the term “sect” is often
put under the question.

ISSN 1563-0307

The main part

The word “sect” is taken from the Latin
language: the verb sequi means “to follow” and the
verb secare means “to cut”. The etymology of this
word shows us two frequently encountered ways
of forming sects and new religious movements.
Sects can be formed around a charismatic leader,
members follow him, along the path he has paved.
Either sects are formed as a result of a split in a
recognized religious movement, or members of the
sect are cut off from orthodox teachings. Some sects
appear when mixing these two ways. In ancient
times this word was designated by philosophical
schools of zealous supporters of a certain doctrine
and who wanted to keep it as a secret from others.
In Christianity, this term has acquired a negative
significance. This word was applied exclusively to
heretics. And in many European languages the word
“sect” served to indicate other’s religion, the religion
of the enemy (Lenoire, 1999: 26). Some founders of
modern sociology adhered to a different approach
and opposed this word to the word “church”. They
explained their approach by the fact that the sect and
the founders of new religious movements most often
adhere to oppositional views in relation to the official
church institution. But this approach is acceptable
only within the framework of traditional Christian
society. And in a secular society where there is a free
market of religions that cannot be controlled, such a
definition given to sects does not correspond to the
main values of society. Therefore, in the academic
environment, the word “sect” is often replaced
by tolerant statements. Sociologists and religious
scholars at the present time use such concepts as
“non-traditional cults”, “alternative cults”, “new
religious movements”. But these terms, at the same
time, enable the sects to make their demands for
recognition them as religious associations, which
gives them tax and legal benefits. But the problem is
that many of them pursue non-religious, but rather
commercial, destructive goals.

From the above-mentioned concepts, we can
conclude that European researchers do not proceed
from moral and doctrinal concepts, but from formal
signs. Among them there are also active defenders
of new religious movements. For example, when
in France in 1995 the report of the parliamentary
commission published a list of harmful sects, the
director of the Sociology of Religion and Secular
Society Jean Bobero said that the publication of this
list is incompatible with real respect for the principle
of secularism.
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In 1995 and 1999 two reports of parliamentary
commissions (“Sects in France”, “Sects and
Money”’) were presented in France, whose authors,
recognizing the complexity of the situation and not
hiding their choice, emphasized the danger posed by
sects, encroaching on individual freedom and public
order. They put forward several main features of
the sects: the destabilization of consciousness, the
excessive nature of financial claims, the imposition
of a rift with the previous environment, the attempt
on physical health, the recruitment of children, any
antisocial statements, the violation of public order,
the concealment of incomes, the attempt to penetrate
the power structures (Assemblee nationale, 2008).
In accordance with these signs, the definition of the
sect was put forward in the report: “A group striving
by psychological destabilization to obtain from its
members unconditional devotion, a reduction in
critical thinking, a break with generally accepted
attitudes (ethical, scientific, civil, educational)
and posing a threat to individual liberties, health,
education and democratic institutions” (Assemblee
nationale,2008). The French group of the Association
for the Protection of Families and Individuals,
based on recognized criteria, defined the sect as
“a group in which consciousness is manipulated,
which induces indoctrination, consciousness
control, mental violence, person disruption in
physical terms (malnutrition, lack of sleep) and in
mental terms (distortion of the personality and its
behavior), in intellectual terms (limiting the field of
knowledge to the boundaries of the sect), in social
terms (hostility to the social system), in family terms
(separation of parents from children, separation of
families, divorce) (Definition d’une secte selon
I’ADFI d’Aquintaine, 2010). Later reports on the
activities of the sects were also prepared by the
parliamentary commissions of Belgium (1997)
and Germany (1998), in which the definition of
harmful sects was based on the same criteria as in
the French document. But the provisions provided
in the reports are not a legal definition of sects, it is
only a concept. Based on this concept, it is possible
to use the current legislation for administrative
investigations, attracting tax services, inspecting
schools and instituting cases for abuse and financial
fraud, ignoring the labor code and etc.

The classification of sectarian groups

Sectarian groups are very diverse in their
ideology, cultural impact, level of danger and
pernicious nature. Therefore, the process of their
classification is very long and difficult. In the

abovementioned French report a typology of sects
was drawn up divided into 13 groups according to
their objectives:

— Alternative — the creation of an organization
that differs radically from society and generally
accepted human relations;

— Apocalyptic — predict a close planetary
cataclysm and offer their adepts the means to avoid
them;

— Evangelical — the extreme manifestations of
the Reformed churches, where the pastor plays the
role of guru;

— Healing — offering therapy that uses irrational
or unscientific techniques;

— Neo-pagan - offering to
disappeared pagan cults;

— New Age Movement;

— Occultists — practicing occult
(astrology, alchemy, magic);

— Eastern—deviations from the eastern religions;

— Pseudo-Catholic;

— Psychoanalytic — acting on the subconscious
with the help of parapsychological methods;

— Satanic — prediction of the coming of the
kingdom of Satan and propagandizing the black
masses;

— Syncretic;

— Ufological — entering into contacts with
extraterrestrial civilizations.

But it is very difficult to attribute a particular
sect to one of these groups, since their teachings are
often a mixed type of all of the above descriptions.
In total, 178 movements were listed in this report.
This classification was given on the basis of the
most general and visible provisions, therefore does
not exclude other variants of classification.

Another widespread classification was put
forward by the French scientist Trusljar, who divides
sects into five groups:

— Chiliastic sects that are awaiting the end of the
world (Adventists, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (Mormons), Jehovah’s Witnesses);

— Sects of Eastern origin, syncretic (Krishna
Consciousness  Society,  Unification = Church
(Mooniets), Scientology, Transcendental Meditation,
sects that originate from yoga and Buddhism);

— Gnostic, occult and esoteric sects, practice
initiation, spiritualism, astrology, black magic for
the sake of salvation, whose numbers are growing
most rapidly in recent years (Theosophy, Universal
White Brotherhood, Rose and Cross, Grail);

— Sects of healers and clairvoyants, declaring
themselves Catholic, whose activities are aimed at
attracting traditional Catholics;

restore the

sciences
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— Small sects that easily adapt to the spiritual
needs of their members, and achieve complete
subordination of consciousness under the guise of
achieving physical health and hygiene.

Another type of classification was created in
accordance with the main doctrinal ideas of the sects
under consideration:

— Neo-Christian — seeking to change Christian
dogmas (Church of Christ, Mormons);

— Eastern — modernizing different versions of
Hinduism and Buddhism (Krishna Consciousness
Society, Aum Senrique, Transcendental Meditation):

— Syncretic — offer various options for salvation
(Scientology, Unification Church);

— Neo-pagan —reviving pre-Christian beliefs;

— Satanic — preaching the worship to the forces
of evil (the Church of Satan, the Society of Satan);

— New Age — unites many occult-mystical
teachings and schools (Yablokov, 2004: 645-646).

The general drawback of these classifications is
that they distribute sects to certain groups according
to information provided by the sects themselves.
And their real essence often remains under a
veil of guesswork. The trends that impersonate
Christian teachings can borrow various elements
of shamanism, Shintoism, Confucianism. And
eastern sects can show open sympathy for the ideas
of Western philosophy and culture. Therefore, the
creation of classification is very difficult and in the
West there is still no single model and a unified
approach (Nokin, 2000).

Sects can take different forms in accordance with
the spheres of their activities. Some of them reject
this world, preferring thorough preparation for the
apocalypse in conditions of isolation from society.
Others preach a harmonious life on this earth,
focusing on psychological health and longevity.
But there are general characteristics of sects that
help define the trend and the community as a sect.
Aforementioned famous French scientist Trusljar
distinguishes three main characteristics of the sect:

1. The sect is headed by a guru and an
unquestioned authority. Only through him ordinary
members of the sect can contact God, since he has
a special connection and secret revelation given and
known only to him. Guru is not only a charismatic
person who knows how to lead people, but also a
savior, with special ties to the deity. He alone or
together with selected people exercises strict control
over the spread of knowledge. It forms rules, laws
and punishments. The investigators of his teaching
must completely submit to his wishes.

2. The sect necessarily has its own doctrine,
which is proclaimed as the only correct teaching

ISSN 1563-0307

on the path to salvation and harmonious life. It is
formed by the founder and does not tolerate any
criticism and questions about the attitudes. This
doctrine is expressed in a language that does not
lend itself to theological interpretation. Often this
doctrine is a syncretic model of a religious text, but
at the same time pretends to be absolutely correct.
The sectarian, refusing free will, fully obeys the
requirements of the guru and the sect. The sect is
a vicious circle, with its prohibitions and laws, in
which ties are broken both with God and with the
outside world.

3. Sects have a rigid organization. The sect for
sectarians becomes a “real family” and an “ideal
society of the saved”. Around the guru is created
a circle of those who close to him, which has a
strict hierarchy. The sect itself lives according to
the rules of iron discipline. Criticism in any form
is not perceived by the founder or members of
the sect. The whole life of the sectarian proceeds
within the sect, all connections with the outside
world are broken, which is presented as the abode
of evil, chaos, hatred, where people are consumed
by material consciousness and selfishness.
Guru replaces parents and relatives. The sect is
described as a world of goodness and harmony,
and everything else outside the sect is associated
with evil and war. The sectarian, stuffed with
this ideology, is simply afraid to leave the sect,
because he can lose the main and only possibility
of salvation. And if you think about the fact that
when an adept enters a sect he breaks all ties with
his former surroundings, you understand that he
simply has nowhere to return.

The sect cannot be called either the Church or
the religious community, because the sectarians are
not connected on the spiritual level voluntarily, but
rather by subordinate connections. Submission to a
guru or leader takes place in the form of complete
psychic, physical, material dependence and loss of
individuality. Many Western scholars emphasize
that sects possess special authoritarian behavior,
special, sophisticated methods of brainwashing and
consciousness control that allow them to conduct
active proselytizing activities, to which Western
Christianity was not ready to confront and at the
same time they admit that in fact we are talking
about the mafia structures.

We did not consider it important and necessary
to describe in full details the teachings and principles
of sects and new religious trends. Since the aim of
the article is not to acquaint the reader with the
sects, but rather to describe the religious situation
in Western Europe, emphasizing the role played by
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sects and new religious trends in the socio-political
life of certain European countries.

The Church of Scientology is the most massive
sect, which has a rigid, hierarchical organization
and large financial resources. Scientologists use the
perfect system of control over consciousness with
the use of the most sophisticated psychological
techniques, therefore it is considered as the most
dangerous sect in Europe. There are several centers
of Scientology in Europe: 11 in Italy, 7 in Germany,
7 in the United Kingdom, 5 in France, 5 in
Switzerland, 3 in Denmark, 3 in Spain, 3 in Sweden,
1 in Austria, 1 in the Netherlands (La Scientologie
/ La Scientologie et la Dianetique de Ron Habbard,
2010).

Well-adapted to the new cultural environment,
the Unification Church in 1997 was renamed as the
World Association of Families for World Peace
and Unification. In Europe, they are most active in
Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, France and
the United Kingdom (Association du Saint-Esprit
pour I"unification du ehristianisme mondial, 2010).

Until the late 1990s the number of sects grew
very rapidly; they easily found adherents, since
people were unfamiliar with the methods of their
work. After their activities became the focus of
society’s attention and the authorities began to
take certain measures, the situation with the sects
stabilized, but a new problem arose, the sects began
to change, evolve and adapt to new conditions.
They began to change the methods of enslaving the
person. It manifests itself in two processes. Firstly,
sects depart from their specialization; there is a
rapprochement and synthesis of all sectarian forms.
Secondly, the sects began to spread their teachings
in less open ways; they began to hide behind
different spheres of everyday life. Due to these
changes, a paradoxical phenomenon is observed
— the sectarian movement expands its horizons,
but official data show a decrease in the number of
adepts. Sectarianism changes the form of its activity
so that, with superficial observation, the terrible
consequences of their activity are not so obvious
(Krivelskaya, 2009).

In today’s society sectarian ideas have ceased to
be perceived as something alien and have become
part of the everyday life of a European. Society
does not disassemble in detail their teachings, but
actively borrows their language, way of thinking.
The words ‘“chakra, aura, cosmic thinking, titans,
era” from the New Age vocabulary are no longer
incomprehensible terms, but full participants in the
vocabulary of an ordinary European. Sectarian ideas
are consumed and changed very quickly. This is

because the boundaries between sects have become
less strict and more mobile. Within the framework
of one sectarian doctrine, various religious ideas
are now being integrated. We are talking about
apocalyptic sects, ufological movements, various
healing organizations, penetrating into the field of
traditional medicine and pharmacology. Among
young people, the popularity of Satanism is growing.
Their activities are manifested in the form of
desecrations, abuses, black mass, human sacrifices,
and suicides. The ideas of Satanism are actively
disseminated through the Internet, mostly by famous
people, that is, the propaganda of sectarian ideas of
a particularly dangerous nature is conducted openly
(Fouchereau, 2001:26).

The contingent of entering sects also suffered
fundamental changes in recent years. If before
the 1990s the sects were recruiting young people
seeking to find their place in society, then in the
early 2000s the sects began to work with middle-
aged people who wanted to find their own self, to
understand their own essence. And now they are
actively conducting recruitment among elderly
people who want to find a cure for their ailments or
just calm in this bustle. Among potential clients of
sects it is possible to note also the unemployed and
immigrants. Transcendental meditation develops
special programs for the unemployed, and Jehovah’s
Witnesses actively work with migrants from the
Maghreb countries.

When building their organizational structures,
they pursue the goal of achieving full invulnerability.
Hence, features characteristic for many sects
appear: extreme flexibility, mobility, the ability to
transform, impersonate other organizations. They
can easily change the name and type of activity;
relocate the main office to another country where
they are not yet pursued by laws and power. The
impenetrable, closed nature of their structures
makes the analysis and study of sects extremely
difficult. The organization of the sect is difficult to
identify and understand, since it is two-level. On
the surface we see associations that have cult and
esoteric purposes, and after looking deeper, we
open up a network occupied with activities of a
completely different kind. The main goal of them is
to achieve public recognition, while at the same time
maintaining the secret nature of the essence of the
sects. Sects have a pyramidal structure of leaders,
which allows the guru to keep under strict control
the activities of the sect. Between the gurus and
ordinary adepts several levels of effective “filters”
are built, which help the elite to separate themselves
from the base of the organism.
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Sects are a transnational system that has a
head office and branches in different countries.
The branch at the national level consists of three
strata. The first is engaged in the dissemination of
the exercise, the second is uniting organizations of
an economic nature, and the third is responsible for
real estate and consists of legal entities that provide
legal support in all matters of the sect. All these
associations and institutions are united in a closed
network. The overwhelming majority of sects have
a foreign center in the US, Japan, and India [ Annual
Report, 2000]. In Western Europe, in France, the
main offices of the sects the Humanist Movement
and the Movement of Raelits are situated. The
foreign center supports legal and financial relations
with its European branches, carries out the transfer
of funds for various purposes.

The presence of common characteristics in the
organizational structure and their concerted actions
provide the basis for talking about the structure
between sects. Some organizations openly perform
the function of coordinating their activities. For
example, the Center for the Study of New Religions
has been actively engaged in the protection of
sectarian movements for many years. In 1992, on the
initiative of the Scientologists, the Moon sect and
the Raelits Movement, the International Federation
of Religions and Philosophical Minorities was
created to bring together various new religious
movements and protect freedom of conscience
and religion, fighting for respect of human rights
against injustice, intolerance and any form of
discrimination. The constitution of this organization
provides the creation of an Ethics Committee, which
should assess the facts of discrimination and propose
appropriate recommendations.

Another important aspect of the activities of
sects is the financial and economic. In this area, they
are achieving the greatest success, and religious
teachings are taking second place. In the French
report “Sects and Money” in 1999 it was stressed
that this trend expresses the essence of the evolution
of sects in recent years. But it is this aspect of the
activities of sects that presents the greatest difficulty
for researchers because of their secrecy and
flexibility. Large sects have enormous resources,
which can several times exceed the capabilities of
individual states. The income of organizations has
various sources. The first of them is donations. In
order to become a member of the organization, you
need to pay an amount of 7% of the income of their
members. Members of the Mormon sect are required
to pay 10% of their income. Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Hare Krishna’s use the principle of reciprocity —
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a gift for a gift, a member of a sect, receiving a gift,
must give more than this gift is worth.

The second source is entrepreneurship. Sects
create a wide network of various goods and services.
They often have their own publishing house,
pharmaceutical enterprises, and food production
enterprises. Scientologists also have an extensive
network of bookstores. Sectarian organizations
create their travel agencies for pilgrimage. The main
reason for high productivity and income is the free
workforce of the adepts. Scientologists, who are not
able to pay for their further education, work free of
charge to be able to pay for their enlightenment. In the
publishing centers of Jehovah’s Witnesses, workers
are not paid; they only work for pocket money.
Here you can already talk about forms of voluntary
slavery. Sects have large commercial structures in
the industrial sphere, in the banking sector, in the
insurance sphere, in the hotel sphere. Sect The
transcendental meditation of Maharishi Yoga since
October, 2002 released in the Netherlands its own
coin “raam mudra” in an amount equivalent to 100
million euros. For 1 raam people gave 10 euros. The
most interesting thing is that the country’s financial
authorities had not taken any measures with regard to
this. Commercial activities allow the sects to create
large property wealth. They have a large share of
real estate. For example, Jehovah’s Witnesses have
real estate in France worth 150 million euros.

Developed and huge financial structures allow
the sects to exert a tremendous influence on society,
on the ruling structures. But their main task is to
achieve public recognition and obtain the status of
a non-profit organization or a religion that would
allow them not to pay taxes. Therefore, sects try to
push their cult activities to the fore, leaving their
commercial side in the shadows. And the sectarian
movements, which deny their religious character, try
to achieve recognition in the political life of the state,
which gives them an audience and a platform for
the dissemination of their teachings. Transcendental
meditation created on its basis political parties in
35 countries under the general title of “Party of
Natural Law”. The first one was formed in the UK
in 1991. They propagandize the ideas of their leader
Mabharishi Mahesh Yoga, who believes that they
must manage all the affairs of the world, because
only they can lead them in accordance with natural
laws. And having appropriated to itself the status
of religion, sects can speak about discrimination of
religious minorities in case of persecutions from the
government structures (Lanvaux, 2004: 228).

The problem of control over people’s
consciousness today is extremely important. Western
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society was fed up with material values, and now the
religious market is trying to meet the demands of
people which are being formed artificially. A person
turns into a simple mechanism for consumption.
The information revolution provides unlimited
opportunities in this plan. Modern information
technology, turning consciousness into the main
object of'its impact, is an excellent means of forming
such a perception of reality, which fully meets the
interests of those who want to establish control
over people and their worldview. The impact on the
consciousness of people brings certain structures a
huge profit. A clear manifestation of this activity
is public relations (PR). Unlike advertising, which
customizes the product to the client’s tastes, the PR
pushes the customer’s preferences for the already
existing product, that is, like propaganda, it is
engaged in the formation of public consciousness
(Delyagin, 2000: 57). The use of techniques by the
sects to control people’s consciousness is manifested
in such tendencies:

— Methods of isolation and full attachment to
the “family”, leading to a clear division into those
who have a right to exist and those who do not have
it. The sect represents itself as the “elite” society.

— Within the cult society itself, which is a
society of the “elite”, there is a clear division into
the elite and subordinate adepts, that is, to higher
and lower members.

— The sect does not accept the spirit of
collectivism and solidarity, encouraging
individualism and rivalry among its adepts
(Sheinov, 2005: 208). For example, in one of the
books published by Scientologists, the sociologist
Reggie Derikuber, describing their outlook, writes:
“The applied religious philosophy reproduces the
values and ideals of a liberal society: individual
success, the moralization of competition between
people, in order to avoid wildness, affirm the
influence of the economy, science and techniques
that ensure prosperity, faith in the constant progress
of civilization”.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Sombart,
analyzing the psyche of the “economic man”,
compared it with the child’s psyche, in the sense
that it greatly simplifies psychic phenomena, giving
estimates that represent an extraordinary reduction
of all spiritual processes to their simplest elements
(Zombart, 1994: 134). Among the complex of values
inherent in this psyche, he singled out 4 elements:
sensory magnitude (quantitative evaluation), rapid
movement (speed), new, and sense of power.

Using the structures created by them, the sects
are now seeking penetration into all spheres of

socio-political and economic life. First of all, they
are directed to the place where the basic values
are formed and the overall way of life of the
people is determined — education, science, culture,
informatics, health. Further, they actively integrate
into the business environment, coming into contact
with the business world, which borrows and
distributes their methods and techniques. Finally,
there is a purposeful recruitment of political figures,
through which lobbying for the interests of sects,
penetrating them to the level of power institutions
would be possible.

Sectarian organizations in Europe enjoy open
support from American groups and organizations.
For the equality of non-traditional religions, the
Institute for Religion and Democracy, known
for its extremely conservative position, has been
fighting for more than 20 years. It is interesting that
the thoughts of its director Diana Knipperers are
surprisingly in tune with the ideas of Scientologists.

In the 1990s the question of sects in Europe
moved from the stage of the “disturbing social
phenomenon” to the “state security problem that
came to the fore”. Back in 1992 at the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe concern was
expressed about the growing activity of sects and
a special Recommendation No. 1178 on sects
and new religious movements was drawn up and
published, which views sects as a social problem.
In 1994 the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Council of Europe “Sects and new religious
movements” was adopted, and in 1996 was adopted
the Ordinance on sects in Europe. The Council of
Europe’s unanimous decision of June 22, 1999
adopted Recommendation No. 1412 stating that it
is necessary to establish a European organization to
monitor religious, esoteric or spiritual groups, and in
each country separately — state organizations to assist
victims of destructive cults. The Assembly called on
its members to support the creation of independent
state or religious information centers about sects.
In addition, it proposed to include information on
the history and philosophy of important schools
of thought and traditional religions in the general
school curriculum, to use normal criminal and
civil law procedures against the illegal activities of
destructive sects and to support the creation of non-
governmental organizations to protect the victims of
sectarianism.

These decisions reflected a turning point in the
attitude of the European public and government
towards new religious movements. But not
all European countries have actively begun to
introduce anti-sectarian activities. The peculiarities
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of the political system, the political climate, the
nature of church-state relations, the scope of the
activities of sectarian organizations, the existence of
authoritative defensive anti-sectarian associations
that can bring to the government all the danger of
sects activity played a role here. By resoluteness of
positions, we can identify a number of states that are
usually called a group of “strong” countries. Here, a
clear distinction is made between sects and religions,
and a number of ministries have established centers
for collecting information on sects and explaining
the harmful effects of their activities, where the
authorities recognize the importance of anti-sectarian
organizations that provide assistance to those
affected by sects. These countries include Germany,
France, Austria, and Belgium. Other states take an
indefinite position on this issue. They are afraid to
separate sects from religious movements in order
not to violate the principle of religious freedom,
and anti-sectarian defense organizations are acting
independently, without the appropriate support of
the government.

Because of its strong secular tradition,
French society turned out to be the most active in
counteracting the sectarian offensive. France, as
already mentioned, became the first country to
officially formulate the criteria of sects as a harmful
organization and began to fight them at the state level.
In July 1995, at the suggestion of Deputy Jacques
Guillaard, Parliamentary Commission was set up to
investigate the activities of these organizations. In
1998 an inter-ministerial mission to combat sects was
established. The “brain center” of this organization
is the Board of Directors, consisting of 19 qualified
specialists, and an operational group is engaged in
practical activities, which includes representatives
of various ministries. In 1998 a law was enacted to
strengthen school control over children in order to
prevent sectarian proselytism (Kent, 2001:56). In
2000 the Inter-ministerial Mission prepared a report
on the activities of the sects, which defined the
sect as “an association with a totalitarian structure
that claims for or not for religious purposes,
whose behavior infringes on Human rights and
social equilibrium”. The sects were divided into
three categories. The first is the most dangerous
“absolute sects, rejecting the norms of democracy
and propagandizing anti-culture, based on the
primacy of the elite, seeking to dominate the rest of
humanity, and in some cases — to the open statement
of racism” (Fournier, 2002: 36). The second group
is sects with a strong organization, operating
within the framework of legality. The third group
is “movements whose philosophical and religious
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bases are not questioned, but whose individual
forms of behavior pose a threat to freedom, human
rights, and constitutional principles and laws”.

France did not limit itself to calls for action; it
went on the adoption of important legislative acts. In
2000 the country adopted a law on the manipulation
of consciousness, which is regarded as a criminal
offense for which a prison sentence of 3 to 5 years
or a fine of 300 to 500 thousand euros is threatened.
And on May 31, 2001, almost unanimously, the
National Assembly passed a law allowing courts to
dissolve any movement recognized as a sect whose
members were convicted of crimes such as fraud,
abuse of trust, illegal medical activities or dishonest
advertising (Zabelina, 2010).

In Germany, discussions about sects and the first
attempts at opposition began in the mid-1980s. In
the early 1990s the critique of society was directed
against the Unification Church of Moon. Moon
himself was declared in Germany as persona non
grata. But the culmination of political activity was the
creation by the Bundestag in 1996 of the Commission
for the Investigation of the Activities of the Sects,
which prepared in 1998 a report containing a set of
recommendations for counteracting the dangerous
activity of these organizations (Nolte, 1996: 42).
The findings of the commission were influenced
by the events that occurred in the country in 1997
and were associated with attempts to strengthen
the activity of the two sects — Jehovah’s Witnesses
and Scientologists. This year the German Supreme
Court refused to grant Jehovah’s Witnesses the
status of a “public law corporation”. The court ruled
that “a religious community that does not show
proper loyalty to a democratically organized state
for stable cooperation cannot claim recognition as
a corporation of public law” (Allemagen: aspects
juridiques et politiques, 2008). The prohibition of
Jehovah’s Witnesses to their adherents to participate
in the elections was viewed as a lack of loyalty. The
Bundestag commission proposed to supplement
Article 140 of the Basic Law with the provision on
the need to respect the law and loyalty towards the
state from the religious community, but this proposal
was supported only by the Social Democratic faction
of the Bundestag and as a result was not approved.

In June 1998 the Parliamentary Commission
of Inquiry issued its report. It was announced that
freedom of religion is limited if their exercise threatens
the fundamental rights of others, and first of all the
right to life and integrity of the human body, which are
higher than freedom of religion. Since the state must
protect the social peace, it has the right to intervene
in the event of violation of human rights and attempts
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at public order, good morals and fundamental values.
The Commission spoke in favor of the creation of
a federal state fund to subsidize private defense
associations, the introduction of criminal liability for
registered legal entities, the adoption of measures to
protect victims of sectarianism, and the strengthening
of state responsibility. An important consequence of
this report was the refusal of federal governments
to view Scientology as a religious community: the
Federal Labor Court recognized them as a commercial
entity that does not have a relationship with religious
organizations, with subsequent deprivation of all their
privileges. At the same time, the Bavarian authorities
decided to prohibit the Scientologists from accepting
civil service, the same laws were then approved by
other German lands, and the Ministry of the Interior
of North Westphalia demanded that this sect be
banned. At present, the main concern of protective
organizations is to achieve regulation of the activities
of psychological groups engaged in providing
“health-improving” services. In the opinion of the
Commission, in order to ensure real protection of the
individual, it is necessary to adopt an appropriate law
that would control the activities of those services that
offer commercial methods for assisting in life.

In 1997 in Belgium a special Parliamentary
Commission published a report that defined harmful
sectarian organizations and contained a list of all
the 186 groups mentioned during the discussion.
In 1998 the parliament approved the creation of a
Center for Information and Opinion on harmful
sectarian organizations whose task is to study
these movements, propose appropriate legislative
measures, conduct public awareness work and
inform about its rights (International Act, 1998).

In Austria, another “strong” state, in 1998 the
Federal Bureau for the cults was established as an
independent institution of public law, which collects
information and develops documents on the harmful
activities of sectarian organizations. The Bureau is
a religiously neutral organization and is controlled
by the Federal Minister for the Environment, Youth
and Family Affairs. The need for information on
the activities of the sects will grow very rapidly,
since sectarian methods are applied in the field of
esotericism, in the economy, and in many other
spheres of society as a whole. The demand for
freedom of religious belief cannot be an excuse to
prevent information about the methods and practices
of these organizations, since it is about physical and
mental health.

Due to the prevailing ideological pluralism
in Great Britain, non-traditional cults operate in
the country quite freely. British sects were not

the cause of collective suicides, violations of
public order, high-profile scandals. Therefore,
the authorities do not see the need to introduce
special legislation to control the activities of these
movements. However, the situation with the sects
is successful only externally. Tom Saccqueville,
former Home Office minister, said: “The English
government did not take a critical position on the
activity of the sects. However, they are mocking
our laws and having large financial means; they
do not stop before being engaged in slander. And
the media, on the advice of their experts, are very
cautious in this matter. This partly explains the
vacillating position of politicians who are not so
much guided by their own ideas about good and
evil as they are interested in maintaining good
relations with the media. When it comes to sects,
they approach this problem solely from a legal
point of view, considering that the majority of
adherents are adults who are responsible for their
actions and, apparently, through imprudence,
have associated themselves with a religious
organization”. However, the authorities denied
Scientology the status of a charitable organization,
and Moon was declared as persona non grata
(Aries, 2003: 80).

In Italy, the approach to sects is quite flexible,
for which it was praised by the UN Commission
on Human Rights. There is no organized structure
to fight sects, as in France and Belgium, and
associations created for awareness-raising work
do not enjoy the support of the Ministry of Family
and Social Solidarity. In 1998 a special report was
prepared on “groups of alternative religiosity”,
which stated, inter alia, that there were 137 new
religious trends in the country uniting 83,000 people,
and that a permanent structure should be created to
monitor the activities of these organizations. Such
a structure does not exist yet, and such a dangerous
sect as Jehovah’s Witnesses is recognized in the
country as a religion.

In Spain in 2000, there were up to 200
destructive sects, among which the extreme right
and neo-Nazi groups are particularly active, for
example, the “International Third Position”, which
maintains close ties with the far-right European
organizations. In 1989 the parliament made certain
proposals aimed at strengthening control over new
religious organizations, but neither prosecutors nor
judges were even informed. In recent years, Spanish
parliamentarians have expressed increasing concern
about this, suggesting the creation of appropriate
organizations and programs of action, but so far no
major measures have been taken.
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Conclusion

Briefly summarizing the abovementioned, we
must abolish that the measures currently being
taken at the state level aimed at protecting society
from disruptive manifestations of sectarian activity
cannot prevent the main thing — the continuing
deepening of philosophical pluralism and the
erosion of moral guidelines, which is exactly what
sectarianism parasitizes. Analysis of the latest
trends in its development allows us to conclude that
sects are by no means a peripheral phenomenon. It is
increasingly obvious that they are used as the main
mechanism for the real confirmation of the synthetic
New Age religion and its penetration into the
consciousness of the broad strata of the population,
but primarily in the consciousness of the elites.
And the assimilation of the ideology of sects is not
through a formal entry into these organizations,
but through the formation of a single picture of the
world outlook and complete unanimity. And while
the devastated ecumenism of Western Christianity
loses the last crumbs of the apostolic heritage, all
forms of modern sectarianism acquire a single
pseudo-Christian foundation, turning society itself,
as I.LA. Adlivankin, into the spiritual “megasect”
(Adlivankin, 2004: 28).

Nowadays the activity of destructive
movements acquires the most dangerous,
sophisticated forms. Being a transnational spiritual

business corporation, the sect fits perfectly into the
development conditions created by the process of
globalization itself (Kunde, 2002: 92). Using the
new rules established by supranational structures
and making a person extremely vulnerable and
defenseless, sects are being introduced into
key areas of human activity, and it is extremely
difficult to confront it. If it is possible to expose a
psychotherapist-quack or a mediator teacher, then
no power can fight against the modern management
system. With the expansion of integration for sects,
new opportunities and a new field of activity open
up; their influence on social and political processes
grows. The greatest danger in this case is the
cooperation of heterogeneous sectarian entities
among themselves and their subsequent link with
the structures of state administration.

Pretending for the status of religious associations,
sects use the secular principle of organizing Western
society, which guarantees non-interference of
the state in the affairs of religion. However, their
frankly mundane activities undermine the very
essence of this principle. The problem is very
acute for the authorities: either further ignoring the
spiritual sphere of life, leading to strengthening the
position of the occultism working to undermine
the foundations of society, or the state’s refusal
to take ethical neutrality in order to prevent the
disintegration of society, which requires a rethinking
of the very concept of secularism.
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