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PROJECT LABQ

A new concept of an online research and training platform for the implementation of collaborative
thematic projects, particularly in the SHS field, LABQ enables the rapid launch and successful comple-
tion of a research programme virtually mobilising an international, multidisciplinary and multi-level
network (from the enlightened amateur to the PR via the doctoral student) without having to seek
funding but solely on the basis of the scientific interest of the project. The article was first published
in French in the form of an interview with the director of the Gilles Gaston Granger Center P. Taranto
(Dematerialiser la recherche pour revenir a I’essentiel: le projet LABQ // La Lettre de I'InSHS, N266,
juillet 2020, pp. 14-17). The article reveals the details of one of the center’s scientific projects on
the implementation of scientific research in the field of humanities in the modern digital world. The
authors answer the question of how digitalization processes affect the process and methodology of
scientific work in the digital world, as well as reveal the essence of the digital tools offered by the
platform LABQ for this. The article is published as part of the implementation of a joint European-
Kazakhstan project “Digital humanities in the Republic of Kazakhstan: local solutions for global prob-
lems” co-funded by the Erasmus+ Programme of the European Union. The project includes lectures,
the creation of MOOC courses, and a number of scientific publications. The authors of the article
invite Kazakhstani researchers to discuss and share experiences on the topic of digital humanitarian
research in the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Key words: digital humanities, digitalization, international projects, LABQ, Republic of Kazakhstan.
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LABQ xo6achbi

bipaece >xyprisiAeTiH TakbIpbINTbK, >X00aAapAbl, ocipece SHS, LAB caaanapbl 6o0¥biHILA
>)KobaAapAbl XKY3ere acblpyfa apHaAfaH OHAQMH-3epTTey MeH OKbITY MAaT()OPMAAApPbIHbIH, >KaHa
KOHLENUMSChl 3epTTey 6GarAapAamMacbiH KAp>XKbIAQHABIPY i3AEYAl KaXkeT eTnein-ak, TeK >KO06aHblH
FBIABIMW MYAAEAEPIHIH Heri3iHAEe FaHa XaAblKapaAbIK, KOMCaAaAbl XX8He KOMAEHIrenAl XXyiieHi (cayatThbl
KbI3blFylblaaH 6acTan AOKTOPaHT apkbiAbl PR-Fa AeniH) KamTu OTbIpbIM Te3 iCKe KOCyFa >oaHe
TabbICTbl agKTayFa MyMKIHAIK 6epeai. Makaaa aaraw pet dppaHuy3 TiaiHAe XKuab FacToH [paHxke
OpTaAbIFbIHbIH, AMPeKTOpbl 1. TapaHTOHbIH, MHTEPBbIOI TYPiHAE >KapusaaHAbl (Dematerialiser la re-
cherche pour revenir a I’essentiel: le projet LABQ // La Lettre de I'InSHS, N266, juillet 2020, pp. 14-
17). MakaAa opTaAbIKTbIH, Ka3ipri 3amaHfbl LMMPAbI DAEMAE TYMaHUTAPAbIK, MOHAEP CAaAACbIHAAFbI
FBIABIMM 3€PTTEYAEPAI Ky3€ere achbipyFa KaTbICTbl FbIAbIMU KO6aAapbIHbIH 6Gipi TYpaAbl TOAbIFbIPAk,
6asHAANAbL. ABTOPAAp UMMDPAAHABLIPY YAEPICI LUMMPAbIK, DAEMAE FbIABIMU KYMbIC >XYPri3yAiH
YAEpPICi MeH sAicTemeciHe KaAail ocep eTeTiHi TypaAbl Cypakka >kayan 6epeai, COHbIMEH KaTap,
NAaTOPMaHbIH, OCblFaH apHaAFaH LMMPAbIK, KypaAAapbiHbIH M8HIH alwaAbl. Makaaa EypooaakTbiH,
rPaHTTbIK, KAPXXbIAQHABIPY GaFAaapAamachbiHa ue 6oaraH «KasakcraHn Pecny6AnkacbiHAAFbI UMPAbI
rymaHuMTapmcTuka: >xahaHAbIK, MOCEAEAEpAi AOKaAAbl Lielly» aTTbl EeypOnaAblK-Ka3aKCTaHADIK,
>k06aHbl XKy3ere acblpy asiCblHAA XKapusiaaHbin oTbip. XKoba 6orbiHwa Adpictep xyprisiain, KAOK
AAMbIHAQAQABI >KOHE FbIABIMM MaKaAaAap >kapusAaHaabl. MakaAa aBTOpAapbl Kas3akKCTaHAbIK,
3eprreyulirepai KasakcTtan Pecny6GAMKacbiHAAFbI UMQPAbI TYMAHUTAPABIK, 3€PTTEyAEp TaKbipblObl
GovibIHLIA NiKipTaAacka XaHe o 6eAicyre wakbipaAbl.

Tyj¥iiH ce3aep: UM PAbI FyMaHUTAPABIK, FbIAbIMAAP, LMGPAAHABIPY, XaAblKapaAblk xkobasap, LABQ,
KasakcraH Pecnybamkachl.
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IMpoekT LABQ

HoBas KoOHUenuusi OHAAMH-UCCAEAOBATEABCKOM WM Y4YeOHOM MAATOPMbl  AAS  peaAm3daumm
COBMECTHbIX TEMaTUUYECKMX NPOEKTOB, 0cobeHHO B o6AacTn SHS, LAB, nossoasieT 6bICTPO 3anycTmTb
M YCMELWHO 3aBEPLIMTb MCCAEAOBATEABCKYIO MPOrpamMmy, MPakTUUECKM MOBUAM3YS MEXXAYHAPOAHYIO,
MHOTOMPOMUABHYIO M MHOFOYPOBHEBYIO CE€Tb (OT MPOCBELLEHHOrO AlOGUTEAS AO MpodeccuoHana
M AOKTOpaHTa) 6e3 HeoOXOAMMOCTU M3bICKMBaTb (PUHAHCMPOBAHME, HO MCKAIOUYMTEABHO Ha OCHOBE
Hayu4HbIX MHTepecoB npoekTa. CTatbs Briepsble Gbiaa OMyOGAMKOBaHA Ha (DPaHLLy3CKOM si3blke B (hopme
uHTepBblo AnpekTopa LleHtpa XKutb Tacton Ipaxke [1. TapaHto (Dematerialiser la recherche pour
revenir a I'essentiel : le projet LABQ // La Lettre de I'InSHS, N266, juillet 2020, pp. 14-17). CtaTbs
packpbiBaeT NOAPOGHOCTU OAHOTO M3 HAyUHbIX NMPOEKTOB LLEHTPA, KACAOLLErocst peaAn3aumm HayuHbIx
MCCAEAOBaHMI B 0OAACTM FyMaHUTApPHbIX AWMCLMIAMH B COBPEMEHHOM LMPOBOM MMpE. ABTOPDI
OTBEYalOT Ha BOMPOC O TOM, KaK MpoLecchl LMgpoBM3aLmmn BAMSIOT Ha MPOLECC M METOAOAOTMIO
OCYLLECTBAEHWNS Hay4yHOW paboTbl B UMGPOBOM MMpeE, a TakKe pPacKpbiBalOT CyTb MpPeAAaraembix
nAaTopmon  LMEPOBbIX MHCTPYMEHTOB AAd 3Toro. Cratbg M3AaeTCd B paMKax peaAm3aumm
COBMECTHOIO €eBpOMNencko-Ka3axCTaHCKOro npoekTa Mo rpaHTOBOMY (DMHAHCMPOBAHMIO MPOrpamMbl
Esponeiickoro Coto3a «Lindposas rymanutapmnctuka B PecnyOanke KasaxcraH: AOKaAbHble peLleHms
rAOGaAbHbIX NMPoOAem». MpoeKT BkAlOUaeT B cebs uTeHue Aekumi, co3paHue kypcos MOOK, psa
HayuHbIX My6AMKaLMIA. ABTOPbI CTaTbM MPUIAALLIAIOT Ka3axCTaHCKMX UCCAEAOBATEAEN K AMCKYCCUU U

0OMEHY OMbITOM Ha TeMy LMGPOBbIX N'YMaHUTAPHbIX MCCAeAOBaHUI B Pecny6anke KasaxcraH.
KaroueBble caoBa: LMpoBble r'yMaHUTapHble Hayku, LMpoBU3aLIMS, MEXAYHAPOAHbIE MPOEKTbI,

LABQ, Pecny6anka KasaxcraH.

Introduction

“Doing research”. In a nutshell, it means con-
fronting problems relating to knowledge, studying —
in a laboratory, in an archive or elsewhere — advanc-
ing hypotheses, defining concepts and sharing ideas
and results. The involvement and enthusiasm of a
researcher depends on the possibility of making this
naive — or native — representation of research current
and concrete: exploring, studying, thinking, sharing.
However, research is also the institution that or-
ganises communities of researchers, offers them a
framework and objectives, and discusses scientific
and budgetary policies with them. For several years
now, successive upheavals have shaped a new aca-
demic landscape that raises many questions about
the aims of research activity.

Justification of the choice of articles, goals
and objectives

One of the driving forces behind this transfor-
mation has been the introduction of a policy of calls
for projects in parallel with sustainable funding, and
recently, an increasingly important place has been
given to the “valorisation” of knowledge, in which
the SHS are also called upon to take part. These new
missions have an impact on the very foundation of

the teaching-research profession, as they take a sig-
nificant amount of research time away from the time
spent on research, solely for the purpose of writing,
carrying out and, when the hoped-for funding is ob-
tained, administering projects. When this is not the
case, which is the case for the vast majority of proj-
ects, the researcher is entitled to ask himself what
“excellence” in research means in this new land-
scape, how it is evaluated, and how to articulate with
traditionally conceived research the new missions
of management and administration that seem far re-
moved from it and may repel potential candidates.

The DGRI (Directorate General for Research
and Innovation) has, in a letter sent recently (20 June
2020), proposed a questionnaire “to researchers and
teacher-researchers who have difficulties or do not
dare to submit within a European framework”, in or-
der to try to understand why the participation rates
of French researchers in PRCI (EU Framework Pro-
gramme for Research and Innovation) calls remains
desperately low and half as low as expected (around
8%). However, the difficulties or shyness of the re-
searchers may not be to blame. More simply, we
believe that most of them think that the cost of per-
sonal investment outweighs the chance of benefiting
from the scheme, and that they fear that if they suc-
ceed they will have to do something other than what
they are passionate about: doing research.
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Scientific research methodology

The project LABQ was born out of this observa-
tion.

We start from the following principles:

1) Excellence is the quality of research in prog-
ress or finished, not planned. Excellent research is
that which is produced according to a process that
guarantees its scientific quality. This question of
“scientificity” is fundamental for the SHS, which
produces knowledge where experimentation and
quantification of phenomena can never justify the
complexity of their objects, and are sometimes re-
duced to chasing after a form of science that is not
their own for fear of not being legitimate and miss-
ing the funding train.

2) Ideally, excellent research is that which
is produced by a group of specialists working to-
gether to develop an answer to a problem, or seek-
ing the agreement of minds, which is one form of
“objectivity”. This collaborative way of working is
a self-evaluating process, a form of permanent peer-
reviewing, a true peer review, not an expert review.
It requires in return a certain renunciation of aucto-
riality. Submitting one’s own work line by line to
the criticism and revisions of others may hurt the
ego of the individual researcher, but it legitimises
the scientific value of the work. We are convinced
that the incessant dialogue of a team producing col-
lective intelligence and emulation is a much more
convincing validation criterion than the blind evalu-
ation of one or two peers. Faced with the enormous
amount of publications and data available on any
given research topic, only teamwork allows us to
take stock and build reference publications. Against
a proliferation of hyper-specialised, sometimes re-
dundant publications, LABQ aims for fewer publi-
cations, but supported by a lot of collective work,
according to the FAIR model (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable and Reusable). LABQ wants to be a
digital third place where the generosity of donation,
exchange of ideas and the surplus of intellectual
work replaces the meagre savings of repetition of
the already known under the banner of specialisa-
tion, in a context of deadly academic competition.

3) Digital innovation that would enable excel-
lence through collaboration must be thought of as a
device and not as a mere fool. As with an old Hassel-
blad camera, taken to the moon on the Apollo mis-
sions, the best technology equals the greatest sim-
plicity and essential functions. This camera, because
of its simple excellence, invented a style and an im-
age ethic, and for this reason it went from being a
camera to being a device. The device that LABQ
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wants to be — a project platform and collaborative
editing software with new functionalities — embod-
ies this desire to intervene directly on the working
conditions of the researcher by revaluing the essen-
tial functions of intellectual and scientific life and by
simplifying the conditions of its exercise. Unlike the
many multitasking collaborative work tools that are
designed for the company, LABQ only wants to re-
tain essential functionalities for research. This move
towards greater simplicity and ergonomics is crucial
if researchers are not to be constantly disappointed
by the unfulfilled promises of digital technology
to facilitate and free up their research time. As the
Covid-19 crisis has shown again recently, concerns
have arisen in the scientific community about the
omnipresence of digital tools, accelerated by tele-
working, and the distortion they are likely to cause
to their activity. It must be possible to oppose the
enslavement by the tool with a device that liberates.
The material description of LABQ is quite easy
to do. LABQ is an international city of online re-
search where each researcher can open his or her
own laboratory, set up his or her own international
team (even including non-academics) and access
tools and databases without waiting for funding and
without time constraints to bring his or her project
to life, because it is the research itself that must set
the tempo. Via a website, a researcher, regardless
of his or her status, can open a research project and
access an online collaborative editor. At the time of
its opening, no one will evaluate his project, the way
it is held, its feasibility or its network. On the oth-
er hand, he will agree to respect an ethical charter,
built around a few basic principles: agree to work
in a spirit of limited copyleft, i.e. authorising to give
one’s work — and one’s auctoriality — to a work team;
commit to building such a team, because the quality
of the project will depend precisely on the activity
of its members; archive the entire process of draw-
ing up the text, because the strength of LABQ lies
in going back and measuring the scope of a project
on the basis of the intellectual activity, exchanges,
controversies and revisions that have accompanied
the project. Finally, it undertakes to proceed with
a complete indexing of the text produced using se-
mantic tags that will enable search engines to find
not key words, but significant inflections of thought:
theses, arguments, paradigms, examples, etc.

Results and discussion
Full access to the resources and the possibil-

ity of a label of excellence through LabQ will be
reserved for teacher-researchers whose institutions
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wish to support the project through the purchase
of licences or the service. In other words, the plat-
forms are open access, but some services are the
responsibility of the institutions. This choice is dic-
tated by a constraint, a political-scientific reason
and an economic-political reason. The constraint
concerns access to databases: even if our desire is
to broaden access to scientific databases, the con-
ditions of access are determined by the evolution
of the notion of «participatory science» and for
certain research by the need to protect intellectual
property. The political-scientific reason is that we
want to encourage independent, precarious or pri-
vately invested researchers to build partnerships
with research and higher education institutions.
The economic-political reason is, finally, very
simple: to make LABQ a stable and sustainable
structure, we need a sustainable source of funding
to be able to increase its storage capacity, develop
functionalities, and meet user requirements. The
self-financing of LABQ via a system of licences or
Software as a Service (SaaS) is therefore an objec-
tive of the development currently underway. Be-
yond this, we also aim to make LABQ — in its full
version — free for all research institutions in devel-
oping countries, and for any association or citizen
project requiring a collaborative tool for text devel-
opment or data collection and processing.

There are many questions today about the func-
tion and value of the human and social sciences, par-
ticularly in relation to the still-fluctuating field of the
Digital Humanities.

The fruitfulness of an approach in which the
SHS, far from being confined to an ornamental dis-
course on so-called “societal” emergencies, are on
the contrary a force for structuring scientific syner-
gies that intends to give meaning and perspective to
research activity, is already evident in this project.
After the Innovative SHS exhibition in Lille (France,
2019), where we presented LABQ, we were solic-
ited by various units to build together truly multidis-
ciplinary projects, and to find funding for them on
the basis of the SHS/hard sciences articulation. Part-
nerships have been built with science units in order
to bring out scientific and social innovation, such as
the SMILE project on the collective use of pollution
data (co-sponsored by the CGGG and INS2I); the
EPIDEMAP+ project on epidemiological model-
ling (co-ported in pre-maturity with the UMR LIS)
and others still in gestation, on orphan diseases (Or-

phandi project), national education (Scolab project)
and doctoral training (collaborative theses). These
projects are concrete applications of our philoso-
phy of open and participatory science, and they also
bear our conviction that it has become necessary to
involve citizens in scientific activity, via collabora-
tive digital devices, which come to envelop and give
political and social meaning to advanced technolo-
gies (microelectronics, Al, etc.). In particular, this
is how the SHS can fight, in their own way, against
the crisis of authority and the resulting democratic
deficit, which are generated by disinformation and
irrationalism — the dark side of the internet.

Conclusion

In summary:

LABQ is a collaborative editor in a specialised
ENT. The project aims to produce benchmark re-
sults through a process that allows an accurate as-
sessment of the quality of individual contributions
(«permanent peer-reviewing ). It is both :

1. An incubator for scientific projects (which
can also serve as a nursery for calls for projects). It
enables the relevance or fruitfulness of an idea to be
tested quickly, and for «heavy» calls (ANR, ERC)
to structure projects that really prove their worth, if
such funding is required;

2. A hub of services and tools currently scattered
over the net and underused or poorly known (Inist,
Istex, HAL bases and tools, engines, translators);

3. An OpenEdition data generator for research,
including an innovative semantic indexing sys-
tem. The research and theses produced on LABQ
are designed to be the subject of collections in OE
(CLEO).

Six current research pitfalls could be overcome
with this process:

The standardisation of SHS projects through
the policy of calls for projects as it is currently con-
ceived

The waste of time and public money gener-
ated by this process

The demobilisation of researchers

The decline in the quality of the scientific
level induced by the pressure to publish

Problems related to the scientific publishing
market (support for Open Edition)

The great difficulty of objective evaluation of
research results.
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