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THE PROBLEM OF STUDENT MIGRATION
IN THE REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN

The social and demographic situation is significantly influenced by migration processes, i.e. the
decline and influx of population. If the number declining population will significantly prevail over the
number of arrivals of the population can cause problems such as a decline in the birth rate and reduce
the number of young population, i.e. will the aging population and the decline of the species and will
experience a loss of future specialists with high intellectual and creative abilities (loss of economically
active population). Also, most information resources highlight such negative consequences of student
migration processes as the growth of illegal migration (migrants have a low standard of living and social
conditions); the growth of social tension (between immigrants and society) due to national, cultural,
religious and other differences in the new country; problems with employment in the new place. Young
people, students and graduates are an intellectual potential and an important component in the develop-
ment of society, a special group with a good level of mobility, intellectual activity and health, which give
them an advantage over other categories of the population, represent the economic and demographic
potential of the country, so the migration losses of students are undesirable in the country. Higher educa-
tion in Kazakhstan has improved significantly in recent years. The government of Kazakhstan is making
every effort to improve the higher education system, focusing on research, innovation and science. The
Ministry of education has a special program at the invitation of foreign professors in Kazakhstan universi-
ties. When the quality of higher education in Kazakhstan becomes more competitive in the world, why
do Kazakh students still want to study abroad? The article is written in the framework of the scientific
project of the Ministry of education and science of the Republic of Kazakhstan “Educational migration
from Kazakhstan: factors, trends and social and political consequences”.
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KaszakcraH Pecny6AnKacbIHAAFbl CTYAEHTTIK KOLLUi-KOH MaCeAeci

OAEYMETTIK-AeMOrpaUsIAbIK, >KaFAalFa Kelli-KOH MpoLecTepi, SFHW XaAbIKTbIH, KbICKapybl MeH
arFblHbl eAeyAi acep eTeai. Erep kbickapaTbliH MOMYyASLUMS CaHbl KEAETIiH MOMYyASLMSHbIH CaHblHAH
eadyip 6acbiM 60OACaA, OHAQ 6AaAd TyyAblH TOMEHAEYI XKOHE >KAC XaAbIK, CaHbIHbIH, KbICKAPYbl CUSKTbI
npobAemMaAap TyblHAQYbl MYMKIiH, SIFHM MOMYASILMS KApTalobl )X8HE Typ CaHbIHbIH TOMEHAeYi 60AaAbI
SKOHE >KOFAPbl MHTEAAEKTYAAAbBI >KOHE LblFapMaLlbIAbIK, KabireTi 6ap 6oAallak MaMaHAAP >KOFAAAAbI
(3KOHOMMKAABIK, GEACEHAI XaAbIKTbIH >KOFaAybl). COHAQit-aK, aknapaTtTblk, PecypCTapAblH, KOMLIAiri
CTYAEHTTEPAIH K6Li-KOH MPOLEeCTepiHiH 3aHCbI3 KOLi-KOHbIHbIH, 6CYi (KOLUiN-KOHYLbIAAPAbIH, eMip
CYPY AEHremi MeH SAeYMEeTTIK KaraaAapbl ToMeH); YKaHa eAAeri YATTbIK, MOAEHU, AiHM >kaHe 6acka
AQ anblpMaLLbIAbIKTApFa 6GaMAAHBICTbI DAEYMETTIK LUMEAEHICTIH ecyi (Kewwin KeAylirep MeH KOFam
apacbiHAQ); XKaHa XKEePAE XXYMbICKA OpHaAacy MpobAeMarapbl CUSIKTbl KEAEHCI3 CAAAAPAAPbIH KOPCETEA,.

JKactap, CTyAeHTTep MeH TYAeKTep - KOFaMHbIH AAMYbIHbIH, MaHbI3AbI KOMMOHEHTI, YTKbIPABIKTbIH,
MHTEAAEKTYaAAbIK, GEACEHAIAIK MEH AEHCAYAbIKTbIH XKaKCbl AGHIeMiMEH, XaAbIKTbiH 6acKa caHaTTapbiHaH
apThIKWbIAbIFbI 6ap, eAAIH 3KOHOMUKAABIK, XXOHE AEMOrpaUsIAbIK, DAEYETIH KOPCETETiH, COHAbIKTAH
EAAETT CTYAEHTTEPAIH KOLLI-KOH LbIFbIHAAPbI XKaFbIMCbI3 6OAbIN TabblAaAbI.

CoHfbl Xbiapapbl KasakcTaHAarbl xoFapbl GiAIM arTapAblKTail >kakcapAbl. Kasakcran YkimeTi
FBIABIMU  3epTTEeyAEpre, MHHOBALMSAAD MEH FbIAbIMFA OafblTTaAFaH >KOFapbl GiAiM Gepy >KyreciH
KETIAAIPY YWiH 6ap Kyl-XKirepiH >kymcanabl. KasakCTaHAbIK >KOfapbl OKY OpPbIHAAPbIHAQ LLETEA
NpoheccopAapbliHbiH,  LWAKbIPybiIMeH BiAIM  MUHUCTPAIri  apHambl  6GaraapAamMamMeH  aMHaAbICAAbI.
KasakcraHaarbl »kofapbl GiAiM canacbl oAemae 0Oocekere KabIAETTIAIMNH >KOFapblAaFraHAQd, Here
KA3aKCTaHABIKTAp LIEeTEAAE OKYAbI KaAariAbl?
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Makana KasakcraH Pecriybamkach! BiAiM >kaHe FbIAbIM MUHUCTPAIriHIH «KasakcTaHHaH 6iaim Gepy
KOLWi-KOHbI: (PaKTOPAApP, TEHAEHLMSAAD >KOHE OAEYMETTIK-CasiCM CaAAap» aTTbl FbIAbIMM >KO6AChl
asICbIHAQ YKa3bIAFaH.

Ty#in cesaep: 6inim 6epy KeLli-KoHbI, )Kofapbl 6iAiM, BiAim, >kacTap, memaekeT, KOHECKO.
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Mpo6aema cryaeHueckoit murpaumnn B Pecny6amnke Kasaxcrax

Ha coupanbHo-pAeMorpadmueckyto CUTyaumio 0KasblBalOT CYLLLECTBEHHOE BAMSHME MUMPALIMOHHbIE
NMPOLECChI, TO eCTb COKpPaLLEeHNe 1 NMPUTOK HaceAeHus. ECAM UmcAo cokpalliaemMbiX AlOAEN 3HAUMTEABHO
MPEBOCXOAMT YUCAO MPUOBLIBAIOLLMX AIOAEN, TO MOFYT BO3HUKHYTb TakuMe MPOOGAEMbl, Kak CHUXKEHWeE
PO>KAQEMOCTU U COKpalLeHNe UYUCAEHHOCTU MOAOAOIO HACEAEHWS, TO eCTb MPOUCXOAUT CTapeHue
MOMYASILMU M CHUXKEHME YMCAEHHOCTM MOAOAbBIX AIOAEM W COKpalleHue OYAYLMX CMeLMaAnucToB C
BbICOKMMW MHTEAAEKTYaAbHbIMW M TBOPYECKMMM CMOCOOHOCTSMM (MOTEPSl SIKOHOMMUYECKM aKTUBHOMO
HaceaeHus)). Takxke GOAbLUMHCTBO MH(OPMALIMOHHBIX PECYPCOB AEMOHCTPUPYIOT Takue HeraTuBHble
NMOCAEACTBUS, KaK POCT HEAeraAbHOM Murpaumm (HU3KMn YpPOBEHb >KM3HW U COLMAAbHbIE YCAOBUS
MMIPaHTOB); POCT COLMAAbHOM HAMpPS>)KEHHOCTM B CBS3WM C  HAUMOHAAbHBIMK, KYABTYPHbIMM,
PEAMIMO3HBIMU U APYTUMM PA3AMUMSMM B HOBOM CTpaHe (MEXAY MMMUrpaHTamu U o6LLecTBOM);
NpobAeMbl TPYAOYCTPOMCTBA HA HOBOM MeCTE.

MoaoaexXb, CTYAEHTbl M BbIMYCKHUKN SBASIOTCS WMHTEAAEKTYaAbHbIM MOTEHLMAAOM M BadKHOM
COCTaBAsiioLleld B pasBUTMM 00OLWecTBa, 0COOOM TrPynmnoi C XOPOWWMM YPOBHEM MOOUABHOCTH,
MHTEAAEKTYaAbHOM aKTMBHOCTM WM 3A0POBbS, KOTOPblE AQIOT MM TMPEUMYLLECTBO Mepes APYrnMu
KaTeropmaMm HaceAeHus, MPeACTaBASIOT 3KOHOMUYECKMIA U AemMorpadmuyecknin NoTeHUMaA CTpaHbl,
NMO3TOMY B CTPaHe HeXXeAATeAbHbl MUTIPALMOHHbIE MOTEPU CTYAEHTOB.

Bbicwee o6pasoBaHme B KazaxcTaHe 3a MOCAEAHME FOAbBI 3HAUUTEABHO YAYULLMAOCH. [1paBUTEABCTBO
KasaxcTtaHa npuaaraeTt Bce YCUAMS AAS YAYULLEHWSI CUCTEMbI BbICLLEro o6pa3oBaHus, AeAas yrnop Ha
Hayu4Hble MCCAEAOBAHMSI, MHHOBALLMM 1 HAayKy. B MuHmcTepcTBe 06pa3oBaHmst AEMCTBYET CrieLpaAbHas
nporpamma ro npurAalieHnio MHOCTPaHHbIX NMpogeccopoB B KadaxcTaHckue By3bl. Koraa kayectBo
BbICLIEro obpasoBaHus B KasaxcraHe cTaHOBUTCS 6oAee KOHKYPEHTOCTOCOGHbIM B MUPE, MOYEMy >Ke
Ka3axCTaHCKMe CTYAEHTbI BCE eLle XOTST yuYuTbCs 3a pybeskom?

CraTbsl HanMcaHa B pamKax Hay4yHoOro npoekta MuHuctepcTBa obpasoBaHus 1 Haykun Pecny6Ankm
Kasaxcran «O6pasoBateAbHas murpaumst m3 KasaxcraHa: aktopbl, TEHAEHUMM M COLMAAbHO-

NMOAUTUYECKUNE NMOCAEACTBUS».

KAroueBble caoBa: O6pa3OBaTeAbHa$l MUrpaumnd, Bbiculee o6pasoBaHme, o6pasoBaHme, MOAOAEXKD,

rocyaapctso, FOHECKO.

Introduction

Migration or movement of people from one re-
gion to another has been going on for centuries. At
the same time, educational migration is a relatively
new form of migration, rooted in the times when
the countries of Asia and Africa were under colo-
nial domination. A limited number of young people
were selected to study at universities in the cities of
the Empire, with the aim of their further work in the
administrative centers of the colonies. According to
Goodwin, foreign education at that time played the
dual role of «good governance and social control»
(Shahana, Rupa, 2012: 7).

An integral part of the global processes taking
place simultaneously with the transition to the infor-
mation society is the movement of intellectual re-
sources: information, scientific ideas, technologies
and qualified personnel. Educational migration is

the resettlement of people for the purpose of educa-
tion at different levels and for different periods of
time. It can be said that one of the components of
educational migration is the flow of studying mi-
grants, oriented to get education in foreign educa-
tional institutions.

One of the most important types of migration
mobility is international educational migration,
which is the movement of people between countries
for the purpose of education at different levels and
for different periods. «In the international practice
of migration registration, the movement of students
and trainees is singled out as an independent cat-
egory, since this migration performs a clearly de-
fined social function associated with the interna-
tionalization of education and the development of
highly professional resources, which actually repre-
sent the intellectual global capital of society» (Ry-
azancev, 2010). This type of migration includes the

101



The problem of student migration in the Republic of Kazakhstan

movement of students of different levels of training:
schoolchildren, students of secondary special and
higher educational institutions, graduate students,
doctoral students, trainees, specialists who improve
their skills in various educational institutions, struc-
tures and companies. According to «migration: dic-
tionary of basic terms» (Yudina, 2007: 241) these
risks «lie in the fact that those who leave their coun-
tries are often the most capable and talented, which
reduces the country’s potential for long-term eco-
nomic growth. For countries that have lost a signifi-
cant proportion of their skilled labour, this process
could lead to lower returns on capital. Local firms
investing in training will also find it difficult to com-
pensate for their investment if these skilled workers
leave the country on a regular basis. The emigration
of highly skilled professionals, especially when it
becomes cumulative, can make it much more dif-
ficult to create the critical mass of scientific and
technological knowledge and experience needed to
develop new products or adapt imported produc-
tion technologies to local conditions. The history of
industrialization shows the importance of technical
training and capacity-building at the enterprise level
for the development of innovative processes and
productsy.

Migration processes in the Republic of Kazakh-
stan are developing under the influence of various
factors: social and economic, political, ethnic, envi-
ronmental and others.

Main part

In the era of globalization, higher education was
largely internationalized and developed on a mar-
ket basis. The rapid growth of international educa-
tion has led to an increase in the number of students
wishing to study abroad, often considering studying
abroad as a step towards permanent residence in the
country of study (Gribble, 2008: 25-39). As a cul-
tural and economic contribution of foreign students
to the host economy, leading international players
are making greater efforts to facilitate the entry and
integration of foreign students into the country.
Among the measures taken, even such significant as
amendments to migration legislation and changes in
visa policies and procedures.

According to E.E. Pis’mennaja, the purpose of
the movement of educational migrants at the inter-
national level is to obtain a high degree of education.
The number of educational migrants are primarily
schoolchildren, students of secondary special and
higher educational institutions, graduate students,
doctors, trainees, professors who improve their
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skills in different educational institutions, structures
and companies (Pis’mennaja, 10). Educational mi-
grants, in turn, are directed exclusively at certain
educational institutions. From this point of view, it
can be said that educational migration is one of the
components of educational migration.

Foreign students bring significant profits to the
national economies of the countries actively devel-
oping the education industry. In addition to finan-
cial benefits, education exporting countries receive
a number of benefits:

1) In order to ensure the continuity of education
for foreign students, universities in these countries
introduce the necessary training programs. They
also transfer the learning process to distance learn-
ing or open campuses in other countries.

2) It is the development of partnerships between
universities. At this stage of development, many
universities are developing a system of double di-
plomas.

3) This is a constant improvement of the scien-
tific base — otherwise not to attract young promising
scientists, namely in terms of the quality of research
is measured by the activities of universities in most
countries. World University rankings are also based
on these data.

4) For citizens of developing countries it is an
opportunity to acquire huge social capital, establish
good contacts and connections around the world, as
well as intercultural communication.

As you can see, the intensity of international
educational migration is due to quite objective rea-
sons, the impact of which is unlikely to weaken in
the near future. At the moment, the situation is esti-
mated as follows (Vyhovanec, 2011), the leader in
the world educational market (the capacity of which
is estimated at the WTO — 50-60 billion dollars) —
the United States, which controls almost a third of
the world financial educational turnover. According
to UNESCO [UNESCO 2018], in 2013 about half of
the total number of international students came from
only the top six countries: USA (19%), UK (10%),
Australia (6%), France (6%), Germany (6%), Rus-
sian Federation (3%). It is necessary to take into ac-
count not only the total number of foreign students,
but also their share in relation to the total number
of students. Thus, in Russia this figure in 2013 was
3.6%, in 2014 — 4.3%, in 2015 — 6% (Komrakov,
2016), while, for example, In Switzerland, the share
of foreign students in 2011 was 38%. In addition,
according to experts (Aref’ev, 2012), the increase
in the share of foreign students in Russian universi-
ties is due, among other things, to the reduction in
the number of Russian students. In addition, experts
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note [UNESCO 2018] that the «<newcomers» — Chi-
na, Malaysia, Singapore, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates — are beginning to compete
quite successfully with the leading countries in the
field of educational migration.

Worldwide, competition for international stu-
dents is projected to increase, and many countries
see them as the most desirable category of mi-
grants. The world market of educational services
is estimated at 50-60 billion dollars. Economically
developed countries (e.g. USA, Switzerland, UK,
Germany, France, etc.) Actively attract students.
In particular, the us state Department has been al-
locating significant funds for the implementation of
foreign programs to develop student exchange and
attract foreign students and teachers for training and
internships in the United States for several years.
Currently, the competition of education exporting
countries is reaching a new level, new players are
emerging, and in the next decade the redistribution
of education in the world is quite likely. By 2025,
the total number of students in the world will in-
crease from the current 97 million to 260 million.
According to UNESCO, by that time there will be
5-7 million foreign students, two-thirds of them will
be from Asia. Leadership in the supply of students
will be for India and China, so the fight will unfold
for these regions (Ryazancev, 2010).

At present, most developed countries are fac-
ing a shortage of highly skilled labour in the labour
market. According to existing estimates, at the turn
of XX-XXI centuries. The lack of specialists in the
field of information technology in the US amounted
to about 850 thousand people, in Europe-2 million
people. As practice shows, only at the expense of
internal reserves (in particular, the development of
relevant areas in the field of education and retrain-
ing) the problem of meeting the high demand for
specialists can not be solved. Modern systems of
public education are inertial, they do not have time
to respond immediately to the ever-changing needs
of the labor market.

In this regard, the competition for attracting
certain categories of specialists and students is in-
creasing in the world. The international migration of
skilled workers to developed countries is linked to
the real benefits of spreading knowledge and human
resource demand in the fast-growing advanced sec-
tors of the economy. What unites developed coun-
tries today is the high demand for specialists in the
field of information technologies, space and aviation
technologies, health care, education, etc. The gov-
ernments of a number of countries (Australia, Cana-
da, the USA, great Britain) in order to attract skilled

labor began to actively stimulate temporary migra-
tion of both existing professionals and students.

One of the modern trends of international migra-
tion processes is academic mobility. First of all, it is
a kind of intellectual migration. Academic migration
is the movement of students and teachers of higher
education institutions for a certain period of time to
another educational or scientific institution within or
outside their country for the purpose of education or
teaching [International Migration Journal]. This va-
riety involves educational and scientific migration.
International educational migrants include school-
children, students, post-graduate students, doctors
and others who study in higher education institu-
tions for the purpose of education and professional
development. This Diaspora consists of potential
scientists. In this case, scientific migration involves
the migration of already established scientists. Edu-
cational migration also involves educational migra-
tion, so it includes the movement of students who
are studying abroad in their homeland for more than
12 months [Compass]. Educational migration thus
excludes the possibility of internships, additional
courses and other types of short-term training.

In General, during the movement of academic
migrants in the world, five main systems of aca-
demic mobility were formed [A phenomenological
study of academic migrants adjusting to working
and living in Scotland]:

1. North American system. This system is the
most significant and accepts the largest number of
academic migrants. By the number of academic mi-
grants from the Caribbean region occupy the first
place, Asian — the second.

2. The system of Europe. This system was
formed in the second half of the XX century. Most
academic migrants come from the Middle East,
Russia, the former Soviet Union, Africa and Asia.

3. The system of the Persian Gulf. It was formed
in the 70 — ies of XX century. At the same time,
about 80% of academic migrants are Asians.

4. The Asia-Pacific system has several centres.
To date, Austria, Japan, East Asia and South-East
Asia are among them, which are the four centers
receiving academic migrants. In this system, aca-
demic migrants from Asia make up 80%, followed
by academic migrants from America and Oceania.

5. In the southern part of Latin America — Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Uruguay, which are the oldest im-
porting countries.

Since the first years of independence of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, the regulation of migration
processes has been and remains one of the most
important directions of state policy and during this
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time Kazakhstan has become an active participant in
the world migration processes.

In the last two decades, Kazakhstan has
intensified international cooperation in the field
of higher education. Integration of the country’s
higher education system into the world educational
space is one of the long-term strategic priorities
of the Republic. A significant number of bilateral
intergovernmental agreements on cooperation with
universities of foreign countries have been signed,
the number of direct agreements with foreign
universities has increased significantly.

Various programs of the European Union
aimed at the development of mobility, for example,
Erasmus, SOCRATES, Tempus, as well as projects
initiated by national organizations of the member
States of the Organization for economic cooperation
and development (British Council, DAAD, CIBA,
EduFrance and others), largely develop the processes
of internationalization of Kazakhstan’s higher
education system. Within the second consortium of
Erasmus Mundus scholarships, Kazakhstan has been
awarded more than 20 scholarships. Universities
are implementing more than 80 memorandums
of cooperation on the implementation of joint
educational programs with foreign universities in
the UK, Spain, Germany, Czech Republic, USA,
Canada, Russia, etc.

Outward mobility scholarships have played
an important role in the Republic of Kazakhstan’s
development since shortly after its founding in 1991.
Bolashak, its first and best-known programme, was
founded in 1993 (Bolashak, 1993), a time when the
nation’s HEIs were outmoded, under-resourced and
lacked many specialized programmes.

International scholarship of the President of
the Republic of Kazakhstan «Bolashak» provides
an opportunity for gifted young Kazakhstanis to
get education in the best universities. About 3,000
students are being trained in 27 countries. All this
helps to strengthen the internationalization of
Kazakhstan’shighereducation, improvethe quality
of educational programs and research. After the
country’s accession to the Bologna process, the
mobility of students and teachers in Kazakhstan’s
universities has gained a clearer framework. In
2011, as part of the academic mobility of students
participated 350 undergraduates who went to 97
foreign universities, while 131 people went to
European universities. In 2012, the number of
people who went on academic mobility was 662
and 454 employees of universities. This figure
is significant for the country that signed the
Bologna Declaration only in 2010. The center
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of the Bologna process conducted a survey of
students, undergraduates and doctoral students
who participated in academic mobility programs
in foreign universities. In their comments on
the training programmes, 78 per cent of the
respondents unanimously noted the positive
dynamics in the results of learning and improving
the level of language training. Among the factors
hindering the increase in mobility, respondents
point to financial limitations, bureaucratic red
tape and low level of language proficiency.

Still operational, Bolashak today has more
than 12 898 alumni and has played an important
role in helping the country establish connections
abroad and develop skills and expertise in key
areas. (History of the Program, 2019) A newer
tertiary student scholarship was established in 2011
to help Kazakhstan comply with tertiary mobility
and quality standards associated with the Bologna
accord.

Together, these programmes provide an
important boost to the country as it works to
improve its educational, industrial, civic and health
infrastructure. Their design and scope also serve
to illustrate the country’s shifting national needs
and priorities. Established via by executive order,
Bolashak’s original goal was to ‘train specialists
in key areas to help the country build international
relations and transform to a market economy (JSC,
2019)’. At its start, the programme funded up to
100 awards each year, supported master’s-level
study in the social sciences, humanities, medicine
and engineering, and sent recipients to universities
in France, Germany, the United Kingdom and the
United States. As the programme matured, its focus
evolved with the country’s shifting socio-economic
needs. In 1997, responding to a new national plan
for economic development, greater emphasis was
placed on science and technology training and
the pool of host countries was expanded. In 2000,
doctoral scholarships were added and the foreign
language requirement was reduced to encourage
additional applications in the engineering, science
and technology fields.

In 2005, undergraduate scholarships were
added, additional technical fields were selected
as priorities and the number of scholarships was
significantly expanded, a change made possible due
to burgeoning natural resource exports. Six years
later, the undergraduate awards were eliminated
to direct more funding to graduate-level grants in
government administration, industrial development,
education, healthcare, engineering and management.
The programme also added funding for professionals



Abzhapparova A.A.

to go abroad for non-degree training in the same
fields (see table 1).

Kazakhstan became a Bologna Process
signatory in 2010. In an effort to comply with
Bologna standards, a number of new tertiary
initiatives followed, among them a plan to
significantly increase tertiary-level student and
faculty mobility. In 2011, an Academic Mobility
78 scholarship was created with the goal of sending
300 students abroad each year to earn credit
towards their master’s degrees.

Academic Mobility scholarships support study
in all fields, but are open only to students enrolled
at Kazakhstan’s state and national universities.
Unlike Bolashak, award winners are limited to
studying at institutions with which their university
has a standing mobility agreement. To date, this
has resulted in most scholarship recipients going
to universities in former Soviet Union understand
must change in the future in order to comply with
Bologna requirements related to mobility within the
European Higher Education Area.

Table 1 — Scholarship programme overview: Bolashak

report, Academic Mobility Strategy in Kazakhstan
for 20122020, includes a number of specific goals
and benchmarks, among them that 20 per cent of all
university students will be mobile by 2020 (Order
of the MES RK: 2008). Additional goals outlined
in the plan include improving conditions for hosting
international scholars and students at Kazakhstan’s
universities;  improving language education
programmes, especially those in English; and
expanding relationships with overseas universities
and organizations (see table 2).

If we consider the student migration of Kazakh
youth, according to the latest data of UNESCO
[Global Flow of Tertiary-Level], the main
regions where Kazakh students study are: Russia,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, USA, UK, Czech Republic and
Malaysia (Fig. 1).

Table 2 — Scholarship programme overview: Academic Mobility

Years operational

2011—present (2020 scheduled end date)

Awards per year

Approximately 300

Awards since

Approximately 800

Level/s supported non-degree training

Government-approved only; changes

Fields supported annually

The Ministry of Education of Science of RK
funds the programme and determines the number
of scholarships to award to each university. Some
US$200 million was earmarked for scholarships
in the programme’s first year. Scholarship funds
cover travel, living and insurance costs. Partner
universities agree to waive tuition costs and
provide accommodation. Currently, universities are
responsible for administering the programme.

In adopting the Bologna standards, Kazakhstan
is obliged to place greater focus on tertiary quality,
mobility and outcome assessment. An MES policy

inception
- Administrative Kazakh universities (after 2015: Centre

Years operational | 1993—present (no scheduled end date) authority for International Programmes)
Awards per year | Varies by sub programme Funding Kazakh government
Award.s Since Over 10,000 o Public university students (after 2015,
nception Eligibility public and private university students
Admlqlstratlve Centre for International Programmes may apply); citizenship; host-country
authority language fluency
Funding Kazakh government Level/s supported | Bachelor’s, master’s (partial)
Eligibility Varies by sub programme; citizenship; Fields supported | Any

host-country language fluency Recipient

Master’s and doctorate (partial and full); obligations Home university degree completion

Host universities | Any standing home university

According to the official data for 2018 of the
UNESCO Institute for statistics, from 2012 to 2017
the coefficient of outgoing mobility of students from
Kazakhstan [UNESCO 2018] grows annually (fig. 2).

According to the Ministry of education
[informburo.kz], there are 6 reasons why young
Kazakhstanis want to study in foreign universities:

1. quality education;

2. great value of European and American diploma;

3. the presence of additional career prospects;

4. the opportunity to study one or more foreign
languages;

5. thepossibility of intercultural communication;

6. the opportunity to travel and explore the world.
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Figure 1 — Kazakhstan students abroad
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Figure 2 — growth of Kazakh students abroad (2012-2017)

In 2018, the analyst Darkhan Zhumashev
commissioned by the Ministry of national economy
of the Republic of Kazakhstan [Zhumashev. D.:
2018] conducted a study of migration flows for
2015-2017.

According to reports, more people leave the
country than arrive. Thus, emigration to Russia for the

Table 1 — Immigration flows from Kazakhstan for 2015 — 2017

period from 2012 to 2017, an average of 22 thousand
annually. On the basis of the data obtained, the
migration of the population by the following ages was
compared:- the typical age of admission to College or
University (16-20 years), — the age of master’s and
doctoral studies (25-29 years), — the age of 1-5 years
and 30-34 years (young families with children).

o 2015 2016 2017
Criteria Arrived Retired Balance Arrived Retired Balance Arrived Retired Balance
1-5 years old 1104 2492 -1388 468 2244 -2379 700 3363 -2663
16-20 1406 1646 -240 1261 1922 -661 1573 1746 -173
25-29 2584 3446 -862 2237 3932 -1695 2362 3914 -1552
30-34 1905 3697 -1792 1655 4359 -2704 1980 4977 -2997
Others 9582 18766 -9181 8134 22443 -14309 9466 23704 -14238
Total 16581 30047 -13466 13755 3490 -21145 16081 37704 -21623
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As can be seen, the dropout of potential students
aged 16-20 years is 1.5 times less than children
1-5 years, and 2.5 times less than adults aged 30-
34 years. This is the largest outflow of citizens of
Kazakhstan over the past three years is not related
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to training. The largest number of trips — young
families with children. According to the analyst, the
analysis of external migration flows over the past
three years allows us to draw conclusions about the
following main areas (Fig. 3).
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Figure 3 — external migration flows

In his opinion, the analysis of external migration
flows over the past three years allows us to draw
conclusions about the following main trends:

1. The vast majority of citizens leaving the
country do not go abroad for the sake of education,
but for permanent residence in foreign countries
with their families and children. Of these, about
90% are reunited with their historical homeland.

2. The second most important reason for the
emigration of Kazakhstan is the opportunity to find
work in active years, about 30-34 years.

3. The negative balance of external migration
from 2012 to 2017 amounted to an average of 10
thousand people in five years. This does not lead to a
decrease in the population due to its natural growth.
During the same period, the average annual growth
was 259 thousand people.

If we consider educational migration to
Kazakhstan, according to the data of JSC «Center
for international programs», about 14 thousand
foreign students study in Kazakhstan in 2018.

According to UNESCO [Global Flow of Tertiary-
Level Students], students from Uzbekistan, India,

Turkmenistan, China, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan
come to Kazakhstan for higher education (Fig.4)

According to the official data for 2018 of the
UNESCO Institute for statistics [UNESCO 2018]
from 2012 to 2018, the emigration of foreign
students to Kazakhstan, in the period 2015 to 2018,
you can see an increase in the number of foreign
students entering Kazakh universities (Fig.5).

Kazakhstan plans to create an educational
center in Central Asia. The Republic is expanding
cooperation in the field of education with
leading foreign universities. In 2017, the days
of Kazakhstan’s education were held in seven
countries. Presentation of Kazakh universities
and developments in the field of education took
place in a joint University in Beijing [Days of
Kazakhstani education in China]. The presentation
of the 20 universities of Kazakhstan took place in
major cities in China. These presentations gave the
opportunity to introduce young people of China in
the field of education to attract students and to enter
into new agreements (Xiaoyin, Liu; Abzhapparova,
2019:169).
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Foreign students in Kazakhstan
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Figure 4 — Foreign students in Kazakhstan
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Figure 5 — Number of international students in Kazakhstan
Conclusion to enter Kazakh universities is growing. Thus, it

Despite the fact that Kazakhstan is actively
developing national higher education, many young
people prefer to get higher education abroad.
Every year the number of young people wishing
to enter foreign universities is growing. But at the
same time, the number of foreign students wishing
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can be noted that the opportunity to get higher
education abroad is a more attractive idea for
young people than to enter Kazakh universities.
However, the growing interest of foreign students
in the universities of Kazakhstan can also be seen
as an increase in the quality of national education.
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